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BEHALF OF SEAMEN.—NO. VIII. 


LOCAL SOCIETIES. 
The American Seamen’s Friend 
_ Society is the only institution in this 
country which embraces in its field of 
eperations American seamen, wher- 


ever found, at home or abroad. Co- 


operating with it, however, are nu- 
merous societies, some auxiliary to it 
nd some dependent, which per- 


form a local work, chiefly in the placeS 
only where they are situated. Some 
brief notice of these is necessary to 
give any thing like a complete view 
of the entire work as it is now car-’ 
ried on in this country. 

1. AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 

We classify as such those which are 
connected with the Am. S. F. Society 
by mutual agreement, specifying the 
nature of their connection, and the 
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SAILOR’S HOME, BOSTON. 


particular mode in which they co- ; with it. 2. The Sailor’s Home, 99 


operate in the common cause. All of 
them are independent in the manage- 
ment of their own affairs. 

1, Marine SEAMEN’s UNIon. 

This society was organized in 1849. 
Its efforts have been directed chiefly 
to the support of the Bethel and the 
Sailor’s Home, at Portland, both of 
which have been conducted with a 
good degree of success. The parent 
society has for some years made a 
small annual appropriation in aid of 
the Bethel. About 600 sailors have 
been accommodated yearly at the 
Home. 

2. Bosron Suamen’s Frrenp Socrery. 

By its constitution this is “a Branch 
of the Am. S. I*. Society.” It was 
organized in 1828, the same year with 
the latter, and has pursued its course 
of usefulness uninterruptedly to_ the 
present time. It supports, 1. The 
Mariner’s church, of which Rey. H. 
Kellogg is now the efficient pastor, 
and which consists not only of a house 
of worship but a regularly organized 
body of nearly one hundred members, 
mostly seamen. An interesting Sab- 
bath school of 150 pupils is connected 


: 


Purchase-street, Mr. J. O. Chany, 
Superintendent. This was erected in 
1852, and is an excellent building for 
the purpose, accommodating nearly 
3,000 boarders per annum. ‘The 
whole number received for the past 
eleven years is 23,394. An extensive 
tract and Bible distribution is carried 
on in connection with the church and 
the Home. 

By the terms of their agreement 
the Corresponding Secretary of this 
society, Rey. 8S. W. Hanks, is District 
Secretary of the A. S. F.S. for Massa- 
chusetts. His labors for the cause 
extend also into Vermont and New 
Hampshire. 


2 


3. Tus New York Port Soorry, 
This society is auxiliary to the A. 
S. F. S. only as it receives from the 
latter a specified share of the collec- 
tions for the common cause in the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn, and 


as the two jointly maintain a mission- 


ary to the Scandinavian seamen who 


resort here in considerable numbers. 
The origin and early history of this 

society have been already recounted. 

Its present operations were noticed in 
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the Magazine for December and Feb- 
ruary. 
4, PENNSYLVANIA SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
Socrsry. 

The operations of this association 
are confined mostly to the mainten- 
ance of the Sailor’s Home, 204 South 
Front-street. About 1,200 seamen 
are annually accommodated here, and 
share in all the advantages connected 
with this excellent establishment. 

By arrangement with the American 
S. F. Society, during the past year, 
the Secretary, Rey. Geo. Hughes, is 
District Secretary of the former and 
is employed in behalf of both in Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and 
part of New Jersey. 

5. Mose BetueL Soctery. 

The port of Mobile is second in im- 
portance in the south, only to New 
Orleans. It is one of the great cen- 
ters of the cotton trade, having some 
25,006 seamen resorting thither aunu- 
ally. 

A Bethel Church and Sailor’s 
Home are sustained by this Society 
in the city, and in connection with 
the American Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety, a floating Bethel and Hospital 
in the Bay. The shipping, owing to 
the shallowness of the latter, for the 
most part lie here, 15 or 20 miles from 
the city. The great importance of 
this station has induced the American 
Society to grant to it a liberal support, 
rendering it one of their principal 
stations on our coast. 

Rey. A. McGlashan, who has for 
many years labored in this port, has 
now a commission from the A. S.F.8. 
as Secretary for the Southern States. 


6. AmERIcAN Betuen Society. 


The early efforts of the A. S..F. 8. 
to awaken an interest,in behalf of 
sailors and boatmen on the Inland 


These operations at length led to the 
formation in 1836, of the American 
Berner Society, located at Buffalo, 
which became by vote, in 1846, “an 
affiliated Branch of the American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society.” Its Secretary, 
Rey. T. Stillman, is “ District Secretary 
of the A. S. F.S. for Western New 
York.” 


From fifteen to twenty chaplains 
and missionaries are employed by this 
society, chiefly upon the lakes, rivers 
and.canals in the State of New York. 
A flourishing Bethel is sustained at 
Buffalo. On the Erie Canal are mis- 
sionary stations at Lockport, Brock- 
port, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, 
Schenectady and West Troy ; on the 
Northern Canal at Whitehall; also on 
the Morris, and Delaware and Raritan 
Canals in New Jersey. A chaplain 
has labored on the Hudson River, and 
during a part of the year a colporteur 
has visited among the canal boatmen 
in the vicinity of Coenties Slip, New 
York. The work which has been . 
performed at these various stations 
has been peculiarly laborious and dis- 
couraging, but the blessing of God 
has obviously attended it, and hun- 
dreds of souls have hopefully been 
brought to the Saviour. 

At Aupany an independent Bethel 
is sustained chiefly by residents of 
that city, and by Sabbath collections. 
Rey. J. Miles, Pastor. 


7. Tau Wustern SEAMEN’s F'RmmND 
Socrery. 

This is an auxiliary of the Am. 
Bethel Society, and is located at 
Cleveland, O. Its field is even more 
extensive than that of the latter, em- 
bracing the waters of the entire coun- 
try west of the State of New York. 

Bethels are maintained at Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Sandus- 


Waters have been already mentioned. } ky, Toledo, Detroit, Chicago, and St. 
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Louis. Missionaries and colporteurs 
are laboring also on the Upper Lakes, 
on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, 
the Wabash and Erie Canal, &c., &c. 
The whole number of laborers in the 
employ of the Society is something 
over twenty. 

-An arrangement has recently been 
effected between this Society and the 
A.S. F. S., looking to a more active 
co-operation between the two, which 
it is hoped will increase the resources 
and efficiency of both. 


2. INDEPENDENT SOCIETIES. 


1. Satem (Mass.) Beruen, 

This is maintained by contributions 
from, the churches and individuals of 
different denominations in that city, 
by the Sabbath collections in the Be- 
thel, and the rent of a part of the 
pews and of the cellar. 

There is a Female S. F. Society in 
that city which raises a small sum 
annually for the relief of distressed 
seamen and their families. 


2. Boston Port Socrery. 

This institution supports the Sea- 
men’s Bethel, North-Square, which 
has long been under the ministry of 
Rey. E. T. Taylor, better known to 
all sailors as “ Father Taylor.” 

3. Boston Sramun’s Arp Society. 

This is an association of Ladies hay- 
ing in charge the Mariner’s House, 
North-Square, and clothing store con- 
nected withit. About 1,800 boarders 
are accommodated here yearly. Char- 
itable aid is furnished to the widows 
and families of seamen, also to the 
shipwrecked and destitute at the 
Tiouse. Its income apart from the 
sale of goods at the store is about 
$1,000 per annum. 

4, Boston Baprist Beraen Society, 


supports the Baptist Bethel; Rey. P. 
ow, Chaplain. 


5. Free Caurce or St. Mary’s For 
Saitnors, Boston. 

This is an Episcopal “ parish for 
Sailors,” supported by “the free will 
offerings of its friends.” Rev. John 
P. Robinson, Rector. 

6. Marte Missron at Larce ; 
an independent mission, conducted by 
Capt. T. V. Sullivan, Missionary, Bos- 
ton. 
7. New Beprorp Porr Sociery. 

The Seamen’s Bethel, Rey. M. Howe, 
Pastor, is supported by this society, 
and a Home, by the Ladies Branch of 
the same. 


8. Episcopat Soctrery ror SEAMEN, 
New York. 


Under the care of this body are two 
Floating Bethéls, one in the Hast and 
the other in the North River, a “ Mis- 
sionary at large,” and the “ New Sai- 
lor’s"Home,” 338 Pearl Street. The 
average attendance at the Bethels is 
about 110 each. 800 seamen are ac- 
commodated annually at the Home. 
The operations of the Society are pro- 
secuted with. vigor and success. 

9. Merxopist Missions ror SEAMEN, 

New York. 

The missionary department of the 
N. Y. Conference sustains the follow- 
ing institutions: 1, The Swedish Float- 
ing Bethel, N. R., Rey. 0. G. Hed- 
strom, Pastor, Rey. Mr. Newman, As- 
sistant. 2. The Cherry Street Chapel, 
Rey. Wm. Corbitt, Pastor. 38. The 
William Street Bethel, Atlantic Dock, 
Brooklyn, Each of these is flourish- 
ing, and is well sustained. The Swe- 
dish Bethel, in particular has been 
greatly prospered. More than 1000 
Scandinavians have been hopefully 
converted, and some 35 missionaries, _ 
raised up there, of whom three or four 
are now laboring in the Fatherland, 
and the rest among the Swedes and 
Danes of our own country. 
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10.-AmMeERICAN Baptist BETHEL Soomry, 
New York. 

For many years a Baptist Mariner’s 
Church has been sustained in Cherry 
Street, Rey. Ira R. Steward, Pastor. 
To give this increased strength and 
efficiency, the above Society was orga- 
nized in 1857. It has entered on its 
work with very encouraging pros- 
pects. 


11. Tae Marie TEMPERANCE Society, 
New York. 

This organization was formed in 
1833, and has been eminently instru- 
mental in doing good to the sailor. 
More than 31,000 names are enrolled 
as members. 

Very efficient labors for seamen are 
also performed by the N. Y. Bible and 
Tract Societies in distributing among 
them the Scriptures and religious read- 
ing, and supplying vessels bound on 
voyages abroad. 

12. BrtHer, Marin STREET, BROOKLYN. 

Rev. Wm. Burnett conducts a ser- 
vice for seamen here, which is sustain- 
ed by contributions from friends in 
that city. 

13. Tar Hasrsurn BeTaeL, PHiLa- 

DELPHIA, 

Rev. J. B. Ripley, Pastor. This is 
sustained by an Association named 
after the venerable Joseph Eastburn, 
one of the first preachers to seamen in 
that city. 

The Episcopalians and Methodists 
have each a Bethel in Philadelphia. 
14. PamapEeLPHia SABBATH ASSOCIATION. 


This Society has a two-fold object, 
the promotion of the cause of the Sab- 
bath generally, and the missionary 
work on the canals. Six or eight mis- 
sionaries are laboring for the latter ; 
performing a much needed work among 
the thousands of boatmen employed 
on the lines of internal navigation in 
that State. 
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15. SeameEn’s Unton Betroen Sociery, 
BaLrIMore, 

Sustains a Bethel and Seamen’s 
Home. A Ladies S. F. Society affords 
relief for the shipwrecked and desti- 
tute at the Home. 


16. Saror’s Crry BrtHeL, BALTIMORE, 
Supported by the Methodist Confe- 
rence. 


17. Bergen, ALEXANDRIA, V4. 

Under the auspices of the _— 
Men’s Christian Association. 

18. SHAMEN’s Friend SocIETY, neseae 
‘VIRGINIA. 
19. SEAMEN’s Frrenp SocreTY, WILMING- 
ton, N. CaRoLrna, 

Conducts a Bethel and Sailor’s- 
Home, the latter having about 700 | 
boarders per annum. 

20. CHARLESTON Port SOcIErY, 

Cuareston, S. C. 

This is one of the oldest societies 
for seamen in this country, and has 
ever prosecuted its work with much 
efficiency. A Bethel and Home are 
under its care, the latter accommoda- 
ting about 600 boarders yearly. 

21. Savannau Port Socrtety, SAVAN- 

NAH, Ga. 

Maintains a Bethel; and the gone 
waH Femate S. F. Socrery, a Sailor’s 
Home. The latter has about 1000 
boarders annually. 

22. New ORLEANS SEAMEN’sS FRrEND So- 
ciety, N. O. 

There is a small Bethel and a Sai- 
lor’s Home in this city, but both of 
them are in a languishing condition. 
The cause very much needs a resusci- 
tation in this large and most impor- 
tant port of the South. 

23. Lapres Seamen’s Frrenp Sociery, 
San Francisco, Car. 

This society was organized in June; 
1856, the first on the Pacific Coast in 
behalf of seamen. Itconducts a Home 
which though in its infancy, is full oF 
promise for the future. 
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A Bethel has been built, and has ; mary view of the cause in this coun- 
lately been transferred to the care of } try, embracing the number of chap- 
the American S, F. Society. lains, missionaries and colporteurs Ja- 
The following table will give asum- } boring for seamen; the places of wor- 
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A. 8. F. SOC. AND ITS CONNECTIONS. 


American SEamEn’s Frrenp Soc., | Stations abroad. 2 3,500; $20,000 
Maine Seamen’s Union, t 1 150) [ed 600 *600 
Boston Seamen’s Friend Society, | 1 1 300 | 11} 2,800; 5,000 
New York Port Society, 1 400 | — *4,000 
Pennsylvania Sea. Fr’d Society, — | — |—| 1} 1,200} 1,000 
Mobile Bethel Society, 2 2 250 | 1] 1,200}. *2,000 
American Bethel Society, 20 19 adie eee 8,000 
Western Seamen’s Friend Society, | 30 20 | —— | — | — 15,000 
A. S. F. Soc’y and Connections, 58 40 — 6 


en 


* Exclusive of amount received from A. S. F. 8. 


INDEPENDENT SOCIETIES. 


Salem Bethel, aL 1 200 | — ) —— 1,000 
Boston Port Society, 1 1 200 | — | —— 3,000 
“  Seamen’s Aid Society, — a S00 Fe OCe 
“ ~ Baptist Bethel Society, 1 i 200 | — | —— 2,000 
“Church of St. Mary’s, 1 1 150 | — | —— 1,200 
Mission at large, 1 1. | — J] — | — 1,500 
New Bedford Port Society, 1 x 200} 1 500} — 1,200 
Episcopal Society for Sea., N. Y., 3 2 3800 1 800 5,000 
Methodist Missions, N. Y,, 4 > le d00) San 6,000 
American Baptist Bethel Society, 1 Ae SS ee ag ns 1,500 
EKastburn Bethel, Philadelphia, 1 Vi 220 | — | —— 2,000 
Philadelphia Sabbath Association, 6 6 — | ——— 3,500 
Episcopal Bethel, Philadelphia, it 1 | ——}] — | — 1,000 
Methodist “ ue 1 1 | ——|— |— 1,000 
Seamen’s Union Bethel, Baltimore, 1 1 200} 1 800} 1,000 
Sailor’s City Bethel, is 1 1 200 | — | —— 1,000 
Alexandria Bethel, il 1 150 | — | —— 1,000 
Norfolk Seamen’s Friend Society, | — — — 
Wilmington “ us 3 1 1 200; 1 700; 1,200 
Charleston Port Society, 1 it 250] 1 600} 2,000 
Savannah Port Society, 1 il 200; 1) 1,000 2,000 
New Orleans Sea. Fr’d Society, 1 1 150 | 1 500} 1,200 
San Francisco Sea. Fr’d Soc., 1 : 150 | 1 600} 8,000 
Total Independent Societies, 31 29 | ——| 9] 7,300} $44,300 
Am. Sea. Fr’d Soc’y and auxiliaries) 58 40 | ——| 6] 9,300) 55,600 
Whole Amount,....ssseeees ees 89 | 69 | —— | 15 |16,600| $99,900 


* Exclusive of sales of clothing. 
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ship maintained, with the average at- { interesting, and productive field of 


tendance on each; the number of 
Homes in operation and their yearly 
average of boarders, and the ordinary 
annual receipts of each society. It is 
not intended to represent these state- 
ments as exact,—many of them are 
only estimated from the best data at 
hand. They may serve, however, as 
an approximate view of the cause, 
showing with sufficient accuracy what 
is done by the christian public in this 


benevolence. 

In the preceding account we have 
not included the hospitals for seamen, 
and other establishments, charitable 
or otherwise, of a similar character. 
There is a considerable number of 
these, and they are doing much to re- 
lieve the physical necessities, and of- 
ten to benefit the souls of those who 
“oo down to the sea in ships.” 

IP. W. 


a 0 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


REPORT OF REV. 0, HELLAND. 


Norwegian Missionary of ths A. S. F. 
and N. Y. Port Societies. 


The interest manifested the past 
month among my countrymen in re- 
ference to their soul’s salvation has 
been very marked. The attendance 
on our services on Sabbaths and Mon- 
day evenings has been larger than at 
any former time since my labors com- 
menced among them. Four or five 
have found peace in believing. 

In one of our meetings God direct- 
ed the truth to the heart of a Dane 
who came to me the next morning, 
and in conversation said, “I sailed 
some years out of this country, but 
when the war commenced between 
the Danes and Germans I went home 
and shipped in the navy as a chief 
officer. In one battle 173 were killed, 
and the deck was covered with the 
dead and wounded. Nothing, how- 
ever, of all that I have seen or expe- 
rienced made me feel as I felt in the 
meeting last evening.” He has since 
obtained hope in Christ, and has 
united with the Mariner’s Church. 

A Norwegian came to my office 
some time since in distress and great 
destitution. His father is a physician 
in Norway and in good circumstances. 
I got him a place to board in a Nor- 
wegian family, and invited him to 
come andsee me every day. His own 
testimony in one of our meetings re- 
cently will disclose the sequel. “I 


was brought up,” said he, “in a family 
where I had every thing I needed. 
My father gave me a good education 
and a trade. I went out into the 
world with a proud heart. But God 
brought medown where I had nothing, 
and was glad to receive the smallest 
favor from any one. I can now see 
God’s hand in it all. I came to Amer- 
ica to get gold,” and putting his hand 
to his heart, he said, “I trust I have 
got it—L have found peace to my 
soul.” 

By request of some of my country- 
men, who are sailors on board of the 
receiving ship North Carolina, in 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, I visited them, 
and found several who are inquiring 
what they must do to be saved. 

- Besides these I have conversed with 

a large number of sailors, prayed with 
them, distributed tracts, &. The 
Lord is moving on many hearts, and 
to His name be the praise. 


Oza HELuanp. 


ASPINWALL. 
Letter from Rev. J. Rowell, Chaplain. 


THE ISTHMUS CHAPLAINCY. 

The commercial future of this Isth- 
mus, seems just about as uncertain as 
it has always been. . For six years 
have I been laboring here, and from 
the beginning till now, the same thing 
has been always true, it “never is 
but always to be, blest.”” Great things 
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have always been in prospect here, 
but only small things have been rea- 
‘lized. 

For five years, nearly, I labored at 
Panama, and saw business gradually 
but steadily declining, till it was clear- 
ly my duty to stay there no longer, 
and here I have been for more than a 


year, which is much longer than I © 


should have remained, but for the ex- 
pectation of a house for worship, and 
a parsonage. The want of these 
buildings is a very great draw back to 
my usefulness. Were there a house 
of worship, I should venture to or- 
ganize a church here, and put in train 
other means of permanent usefulness, 
none of which can be hopefully un- 
dertaken now; and the lack of a par- 
sonage both hinders my pastoral la- 
bors, (since people do not feel at liber- 
ty to call on me where I am,) and has 
caused us much sickness during the 
past wet season, thus curtailing much 
my ability to labor. Yet there is 
still much encouragement to labor 
here. My congregations on the Sab- 
bath are quite as large as I ought to ex- 
pect, and do not decrease. They would 
be much larger, but for the fact that 
some of the Americans residing here, 
care so little for the moral and reli- 
gious welfare of this community that 
they give no countenance to the only 
public worship we have in the place, 
and of course their example has much 
influence for evil on those who are in 
any way dependent on them. Were 
the- men of influence here, to cast 
their influence on the side of virtue, 
my congregations would probably be 
nearly double what they now are.— 
One encouraging fact is, that nearly 
all who do attend, dosoregularly. I 
see the same faces Sabbath after Sab- 
bath, and the earnest attention my 
hearers give shows that they are 
really interested in the doctrines, and 
preaching of the Gospel. A blessed 
influence pervades our assemblies, and 

-I hardly ever leaye the chapel with- 
out tokens that good has been 
wrought there. 

In speaking of “regular” atten- 
dants, I speak.of residents of the 
place, The sailor portion of my con- 
gregations are of course, transient 
hearers. These attend in larger num- 


bers than they ever did in Panama, | 
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for the reason that here the shore is 
more accessible than there.. The 
amount of shipping here is increasing 
considerably. In one day, we had ten 
arrivals, all large vessels, and five of 
them, steamers. There are usually 
about a dozen vessels in port, and all 
of them accessible. There is much 
less sickness among sailors here than 
there formerly was, which is due, in 
part to the fact that they generally 
stay only afew days. SolI have less 
to do with the sick here than I had 
in Panama. : 

Those captains who frequent this 
port, i. e. who visit it repeatedly, al- 
most always appear in our chapel on 
the Sabbath, and sometimes they see 
to it that their men attend. A few 
Sabbaths ago, a captain who knew the 
way to the chapel very well, appear- 
ed, just as our services begun, with 
his whole crew, (except, I think, 
the first mate,) who filled two long 
benches. They were all clean, well 
behaved, and most attentive. Those 
captains who come to the Bethel, are 
generally those who have good crews, 
who can be induced to do their duty 
by other means, than curses and kicks. 
They are not those who are always 
saying “it is of no use to try to bene- 
fit sailors, they care nothing for 
their own interest, and can be govern- 
ed only by force,” and other like 
things. The officers who talk thus of 
sailors, I seldom see on the Sabbath, 
unless I see them in grog shops.— 
Now whether wicked captains always . 
happen to pick up bad erews, and hu- 
mane captains generally good ones, or 
whether sailors generally behave very 
much as they are treated, seems to 
me no very difficult question to de- 
cide. Lobserve also that those captains. 
who attend the chapel are very sel- 
dom deserted by their crews while 
in port, while the other class of offi- 
cers not seldom lose almost their en- 
tire crew as soonas they arrive here, 
This fact also leads to the same con- 
clusion as the other. 

When vessels are about to leave 
port, I visit them to supply the sailors 
with tracts, Bibles, &e. In doing so I 
find that nearly all the vessels that 
arrive from New York, were supplied 
with Bibles and testaments before sail- 
ing thence. This is not so generally 
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true of those coming from any other 
port, while the larger number of ves- 
sels from Europe, have on board no 
Bibles at all. Sometimes vessels from 
New York supply me with Testaments 
tracts, &e., generally in Spanish. 

Of late, I have made monthly trips 
to Panama. When there, I hold two 
services, one in the morning on board 
the U.S. sloop-of-war, Decatur, where 
I have a very interesting audience of 
about one hundred and sixty, officers 
and men. Capt. Thacher of the 
Decatur, seems to have the best in- 
terests of his men at heart, and pays 
me every needful attention when I 
am there. The other service I hold 
on shore in the evening. The audi- 
ence there is quite small, but in it are 
some good men, who seem more anx- 
ious for religious services than any 
of the chief men of Aspinwall. 

Next Sabbath I expect to spend at 
Taboga, and preach at the works of 
the British Steam Company. I seldom 
go there now, and probably this will 
be my last visit to that pleace. 

J. RowEtt. 


HONG KONG. 
Letter from Rev. J. C. Beecher, Chaplain. 


Mr. B. announces that his new float- 
ing chapel at Hong Kong is finished 
and is a “creditable thing of the kind.” 
He adds: 


“The attendance is -good; better 
than I anticipated. And inasmuch 
as the captains of ships in the harbor 
are gradually becoming persuaded to 
allow what liberty is given, upon week 
days, and refuse it totally upon the 
Sabbath except to attend service, the 
chapel may not only prove beneficial 
to the sailors, but conduce also to the 
good order of the colony on the Sab- 
bath.” * * 

In respect to the sailors the pros- 
pect is dark enough,—God only knows 
what is to be the end of it. I find 
captains of ships more and more dis- 
couraged, and out of patience and not 
without cause. 

The standard of seamanship is get- 
ting lower and lower,—saitlors are rare. 
The real efficient sailor is no more de- 
graded than in time past. But the 
whole profession swarms with a class 


of men, who are not sailors and have 
no ambition to become such. 

Our ships, especially, as a general 
thing come out only half manned, 
both as regards numbers and the ef- 
ficiency of those on board. In this 
respect there has been a constant 
change for the worse since 1849. But 
the worst feature of all is a kind of 
sullen indifference into which cap- 
tains of ships seem to be sinking, re- 
sulting from a thorough disgust with 
the profession; and this I can most 
sincerely sympathise with. I have 
conversed with very many captains, 
some of whom are pious men and who 
speak in sorrow rather than anger. 
But from all, pious or non pious, the 
testimony is the same. “I am dis- 
gusted with the profession in its pre- 
sent state.” 

The same feeling extends in a large 
degree to the officers, and when this 
is taken in connection with the fact 
that asailor is never contented ashore 
or afloat, you have all the elements 
for as complete discord as can well be 
imagained. 

Even the laws passed to restrain 
the power of captains on board their 
ships, occasion evil results, for they 
are no check upon a thoroughly bad 
man, and they effectually overthrow 
the discipline of a good man. The 
promptitude of our courts to en- 
tertain sailor suits, and the strong 
leaning of justice to the side of the 
sailor isa reaction from the opposite 
extreme, and is an extreme quite as 
hurtful as the other. 

I have no doubt some parents beat 
their children most cruelly, neverthe- 
less it would be poor policy to pass 
laws forbidding family correction, 
however pleasing such laws might be 
to bad boys. I can remember the 
time when I would have hailed such 
a law, as the “ne plus ultra” of legis- 
lation. 

I go round the fleet, and cannot 
find a captain, who is willing to take 
the lead, call his men aft, and bring 
them to church. I find occasionally a 
first officer who would do it, but is 
deterred by fear of ridicule. “Would 
do it, if so and so would.” 

I get enough sailors to “ promise to 
attend” to fill my chapel, but each 
waits for the other, and when after a 
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week’s work, I find twenty or thirty 
captains, and as many shore people, 
and scarce a dozen sailors at my ser- 
vice, I go home disheartened, to la- 
ment and pray and try again. 

The community has shown itself 
most liberal in raising 5000 dollars for 


my chapel, and that too at a time 
when the breaking up of business and 
the war troubles have interrupted 


, trade and occasioned large losses. 


am deeply grateful for the kindness 
shown by those upon whom I had not 
even the claim of a like nationality. 


J. C. BEECHER. 


COMMUNICATIONS. + 


[For the Sailor’s Magazine. 
REMINISCENCES OF SAILORS, 
A TRIUMPH OF GRACE. 


The salvation offered to sinners by 
the Gospel delivers them from sii 
here and its consequences hereafter. 
It saves them from the love of sin, 
causes them to seek their joys and 
their pleasures in another and a pur- 
er channel than earth affords, and 
satisfies their longing desires for 
immortality and eternal life through 
the unmerited gift of God in Christ 
Jesus. It is all of grace—beeun, con- 
tinued and completed by the Spirit of 
Godupon the heart. Whenany lost soul 
(and all are lost out of Christ,) turns 
from the error of his ways we are 
told it is a matter of rejoicing among 
the angels in heaven; and we know 
from our own experience that Chris- 
tians also manifest joy on earth.— 
When a poor degraded sailor is turn- 
ed to Christ, and a new song put into 
his mouth by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the contrast is so wonderful 
that we are constrained to adore the 
riches of that grace, to which the 
whole is to be attributed. 

A sketch of a sailor who was con- 
verted at the Home not many years 
since, and who died in the faith un- 
der that roof some years after, may be 
interesting. 

His name was M. E. G——. He was 
born of English parents residing in 


Canada, who were of the first stand- . 


ing in that Province. But our young 
sailor could not remain under the. pa- 
ternal roof, and was for many years 
a rover upon the mighty deep. 

His home became the ocean wave, 
and his excesses in every port were 


what constituted all he called pleasure 
Boisterous and profane, he seemed to 
try to excel his shipmates in all their 
wickedness, and among the most 
abandoned was always a leader. 

Years of dissipation rolled round, 
and found him still drinking in its 
deadly and destructive fires. His 
health became impaired. His consiti- 
tution naturally good, began to give 
way—and being thrown into a Hospi- 
tal a tract was left upon his sleeping 
breast as a visitor passed through the 
ward in which he was confined. It 
was the “Swearers Prayer,” and by it 
he was arrested, powerfully convict- 
ed, and finally converted. He now 
visited his long neglected parents as 
the prodigal returning to his father’s 
house. ‘They received him as one 
from the dead, and would fain haye 
retained him with them always. 

But this Christian sailor told them 
he had a mission to perform, and he 
must go and do it while the day last- 
ed—he must return to the ocean and 
tell his shipmates what great things 
God had done for hissoul. Peradven- 
ture they might repent and live, for 
none of them was so bad as he had 
been. . 

He left a happy home, and wealth, 
and kind friends, and returned to 
New York were he again embarked 
upon the element he loved, and com- 
menced preaching Christ by his walk, 
and awell ordered conversation. He 
became while on shore a most active 
tract distributer, going about doing 
good among those who had known 
him well, and who were constrained 
to admit the wonderful change they 
beheld in this trophy of the Re- 
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deemer’s grace. He was now a meek 
and quiet follower of the lowly 
Jesus, whose spirit he seemed to 
manifest in all his acts, reproving sin 
by his life, and by his humble though 
bold and consistent speech, wherever 
he saw it, and beseeching his ship- 
mates to come to Christ and live.— 
Often he would tearfully say to them 
“he has received me, and I know he 
will receive you.” 

After making one voyage and being 
the instrument of the conversion of 
several persons, his health began to 
decline; and the consumption had evi- 
dently marked him for its victim. He 
wrote his friends that he should not 
live long, and he must work while yet 
the day lasted. It was the fall of the 
year, and he sent for money that he 
might go to a more genial clime 
where his life might be prolonged a 
little time, and promised to visit them 
on his return in the spring if his life 
was spared. Every thing was sent 
him in profusion and more than he 
asked or desired, with a most tender 
letter from his grandmother, (he had 
lost his mother,) to go to the West 
Indies and remain until spring, and 
then return to his friends and _ his 
home. 

He answered this, touchingly be- 
seeching his brother and sisters to 
make choice of that good part which 
Mary, chose that they might meet him 
in heaven if never again on earth.— 
His diary of this voyage was most 
interesting, and all his time was spent 
in the work of his master, distribut- 
ing tracts and books in all the langua- 
ges he met. Eternity alone will dis- 
close the result of these last labors 
abroad of this Christian sailor. 

And now he returns among us, not 
to live but to fall asleep in Jesus! It 
was the month of May when he re- 
turned, apparently somewhat improv- 
ed. But he knewas he said, his time 
was short. He hurried to his parents 
and home, and spent with them about 


* a month. : 
Gradualy failing, he told them he | 


must bid them farewell, and go to 
New York, that he wished to die 
there, that he was born in, Canada 
but born again in New York, and he 
desired once more to see his friends 
and the place of his spiritual birth, 


and there to meet his Saviour when 
the earthiy house of his tabernacle 
should be dissolved! He bade them all 
his last farewell, and gave them his 
parting and tender exhortation, telling 
them the parting would be short.— 
He arrived at the Sailor’s Home in 
July, and in August he left it, we 
trust for a mansion prepared for him 
above. 

As he retained his faculties to the 
very last he ceased not to speak of 
Jesus, and recommend him to all who 
came to see him, and was often re- 
quested not to exhaust himself by too 
much effort to speak. He would say 
“QO let me tell how precious Jesus is 
as longasI can. He is my only hope 
now.” One day soon after this I was 
summoned to his dying bed—a num- 
ber of seamen and others were around 
that privileged place. 

After committing his all to Christ 
by prayer he requested a pious lady 
who was supporting his head to sing, 
* Jesus can make a dying bed, &c.” 
While this was singing in a strain be- 
coming the ocasion, his countenance 
was brightly expressing the inward 
joy of his soul, and as the hymn clos- 
ed he uttered, “ Through Jesus I am 
conqueror—death has no sting, the 
grave no victory—I go and all is well— 
asinner saved by grace—farewell— 
my anchoy’s cast within the veil— 
farewell.” The echo of that last fare- 
well had scarcely died upon the ear, 
while its power was affecting the 
heart, as the ransomed spirit fled away 
to be forever with his Lord and mas- 
ter—his Redeemer and Saviour. 

In the Cypress Hill Cemetery of 
Williamsburg his body rests. A neat 
plain stone tells where we laid him un- 
til the morning of that day when He 
shall change our vile body that it may 
be fashioned like unto His glorious 
body, according to the working where- 
by he is able, even to subdue all things 
unto himself. 

Sailor or landsman whosoever 
readeth this, to you is the word of 
this salvation sent, He yet “receiveth 
sinners.” 

ROG: 


——_——_+ 6 >—_—__—_ 


Voltaire’s residence at Geneva is 
now a Bible depository ! 


204. 


SAILOR 'S MAGAZINE. 


[March, 


[For the Sailor’s Magazine. 

THE NOBLE CAPTAIN, 
_ Captain B is one of those Eng- 
lish seamen whose visit to any port is 
a blessing; and one who does busi- 
ness upon great waters, and in all 
lands, and yet shows to all the world 
that he can do it, be strictly honest, 
yes, a strait-forward Christian (which 
includes honesty and every other vir- 
tue,) and at the same time prosper in 
worldly goods. Ina word, he is one 
who every day gives the lie to that 
vile calumny got up in the darkest 
and filthiest cell of the world of perdi- 
tion, “that no one can be a Christian 
and go to sea.” 

I will illustrate his strict integrity, 
his tender conscientiousness, by a lit- 
tle fact. When in this port some 18 
months since he purchased some half 
dozen books which were English 
works republished here. 

Now in all honesty, he could have 
carried them home as a part of his 
ship’s library, which in fact they were, 
and defrauded no one; for his coun- 


try’s laws give him the privilege. But | 


no; strict honesty is such an every-day 
principle with him—honesty to all 
men, his country as much as an indi- 
vidual—that he wished to pay duty on 
them, and therefore he entered them 
on the manifest. But of course as 
they were English books they were 
confiscated when he got to his desired 
port. 

Noble Captain! if he errs, he de- 
termines to err on the safe side. 
Like any true Christian he would 
rather suffer loss; though needlessly, 
than to approach toward the defraud- 
ing of any person or any number of 
persons. 

Noble Captain! to him even the 
shadow of smuggling is to be shunned. 
The glorious Christian principle is firm- 
ly imbedded in his heart that the very 
“ appearance of evil” is to be avoided. 
Saviour like, he would render “tribute 
to whom tribute is due.” 

How his conduct contrasts with 
many of those who go down to the 
sea, in whose minds the only criminal- 
ity connected with smuggling is when 
it is found out ; and yet some of them 
call themselves Christians, imitators of 
Christ. Alas! howinterest can do away 
principle. If smuggling should turn 


up to be a losing business these very 
persons who now carry it on would 
be the first to denounce it as low and 
dirty ; but as it is at present like grog 
selling and slave piracy, money mak- 
ing, it is respectable? Respectable ? 
Shame! See that officer’s wife flounce, 
and sweep along the street rigged 
with the avails of that which she 
knows was swindled from the govern- 
ment! She calls herself one of the 
first class; and she would turn up her 
nose furiously if she knew that one 
whom she meets carrying an equal 
amount of sail; had attained her rig- 
ging by her husband breaking into a 
dry goods store; and yet he only 
broke the eighth commandment in 
another form. Let him that is with- 
out sin cast the first stone and cry 
Stop Thief! Stop Thief! 
JUSTICE. 


—— 


REVIVAL IN CLEVELAND. 

We are rejoiced to receive the fol- 
lowing letter from Rey. D. Prosser, 
the efficient chaplain of the W. S. F. 
Society in Cleveland. 

Cleveland Bethel. 

Dear Brother, : 

We are enjoying a gracious revi- 
yal of religion in this port. Between 
fifty and sixty have professed to give 
their hearts to Christ. Among the 
number are Captains, Mates, Sail- 
ors, and their families. Our church 
is often crowded with attentive lis- 
teners, and sometimes fifteen or twen- 
ty rise for the prayers of the people. 
The meetings still continue interest- 
ing. Our Sabbath School numbers 
about four hundred. 

Yours, D. Prosser, 


Chaplain. 
Feb. 3d, 1858, 


Oo? 


LETTER FROM FREDERIK 0, NELSON. 

[Many of our readers will remember 
the interesting account of the conver- 
sion of Mr. Nelson, formerly a Swe- 
dish Sailor, under the labors of Rev. 
Mr. Chase, at the Mariner’s Church 
in this city; also, the energetic and 
successful mission which he conducted 
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in his native land, under the support 
of the American S. F. Society, till he 
was driven from his work by the per- 
secution of the Government. The 
following letter, addressed to his 
friend; Rev. O. Helland, will show 
something of his history since his re- 
turn to America, and the labors which 
he is prosecuting among his country- 
men at the West. It is a pleasing 
illustration of the fruits which some- 
times follow from the conversion of a 
single soul, and of the utility of efforts 
for the salvation of seamen. 

The letter was written without a 
thought of publication, in the freedom 
of correspondence with an intimate 
christian friend and brother.] 


Scanpia, Carver Co., Min. Terr. 
Dec. 17, 1857. 
Dear Brotuer HeLianp:. 


I have here in Minnesota a very 
wide parish—some 10,000 or 15,000 
Norwegians and Swedes, scattered 
widely about in this back-woods re- 
gion. It has pleased the Lord to make 
use of unworthy me, in gathering 
about one hundred of this people.into 
churches, in accordance with what I 
believe to be apostolic and Scriptural 
order. One at Houston, Houston Co., 
with 18 members; one at Cannon 
Falls, Goodhue, Co., also with 18 mem- 
bers, and one at this place, with 65 
members, making in all 101. This, 
indeed, is not a great number, but I 
haye devoted to the work more than 
three years labor, praying, and hard 
usage. I have had to travel hundreds 
of miles, with no other conveyance 
than my poor pony and my saddle.— 
Sometimes a wagon may be used, and 
in the winter, sleighs. I have to be 
furnished with buffalo robes, an axe, 
matches, &e., also hay and corn for my 
horse, and be ready to camp out even 
in winter. The country settles very 
fast, still we have sections of the 
country where we travel all day with- 
out seeing a single soul, nor a white 
mans house. Then you know we do 
not receive members but strictly upon 
a profession of gospel conversion. You 
know besides, my brother, the awful 


prejudices of our countrymen. All 
these things taken together, I think 
you will allow that the Lord has done 
great things for me within the past 
three years. 

Since we saw each other in Brook- 
lyn, in the fall of 1853, I have passed 
one year in Iowa, in and about Burling- 
ton, laboring among the Swedes there ; 
and a church with 24 members was 
gathered in Jefferson Co., in a Swede 
settlement called New Sweden. ‘In 
the fall of 1854, I came to Minnesota. 

And now my dear Brother, my poor 
body, which never was very strong, 
begins to feel wearied sometimes, but 
not weary of the good work of the 
Lord. I feel, I think, as strong a de- 
sire to spend and be spent in the ser- 
vice of my Blessed Master as I ever 
did. And whether my days be few or 
many, I desire to be found in Christ, 
not having my own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which 
cometh by faith in Christ. Sometimes 
I feel a strong desire to be in heaven. 
O what a happy place will heaven be ! 
There all our sorrows, sufferings, toils 
and tears shall cease. Let us brother 
Ola, engage to be more faithful in our 
glorious Master’s holy cause. 

Yours in the bonds of the Gospel, 

Freperic OLaus NELson.. 
[For the Sailor’s Magazine.] 
HOW TO HAVE GOOD SAILORS, 

[The following letter, is from an old 
shipmaster of thirty years experience. 
It speaks of the causes which tend to 
the present deterioration of sailors, 
with great plainness,—we will not 
undertake to say with how much jus- 
tice. His age and experience at least 
give him a right to speak; and we 
shall be glad to hear from him again, 
and from all who can in any way elu- 
cidate this very painful subject.] 


Ihave read with much interest Rey. 
Mr. Sawtell’s recent letters on the 
condition and treatment of seamen. 
He inquires in conclusion—“ Could not 
crews be shipped upon such terms or 
conditions, as to be as perfectly under 
the control and direction of the mas- 
ters and officers while in port, as 
when at sea ?” 
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My answer is; they can. I willgive 
one example. About two years ago, 
a ship was lying in the port of New 
“York bound to New Orleans. The 
captain of that vessel shipped his own 
crew. Although much was said against 
it, and some contended it could not be 
done in New York, it was done, and 
done on board the ship; and in that 
ship’s cabin every man was informed 
what the rules and regulations of the 
ship would be, and each man signed 
his name to the articles, and came on 
board according to agreement,—thir- 
teen in number and two boys. The 
ship sailed for New Orleans without 
any trouble. They all proved to be 
good men, and were ready, night and 
day, to do their duty. When they ar- 
rived at New Orleans about midnight, 
the land sharks and their runners 
were on hand waiting for the sailors ; 
they boarded the ship as soon as they 
could get on board, and began the in- 
quiry, “Where are you going to 
board 2?” They asked five of the crew 
and got the same answer from them 
all—“I am going to stop on board of 
the ship.” The reply from one of the 
gentlemen sharks, was, “ T’ll be d—— 
if you do.” The first officer, then 
standing on the top-gallant forécastle, 
said to the runners, “ You will not 


take any man out of this ship till he 


wants to go.” 

After the ship was made fast, the 
captain told the men they had better 
go into the forecastle, and let the 
watch on deck lock the doors; then 
they would get some sleep and not be 
bothered with sharks. They all took 
his advice, and soon after the sharks 
made their appearance on deck again. 
The first word to the watch was— 
“ Where, are your men?” Answer, 
“ they are in the forecastle asleep.”— 
They took a turn around the deck, and 
said, “ Where is your forecastle ?”— 
The answer, “ that is it, the mate has 
locked the men up in the forecastle and 
got the key in his pocket.” Said the 
sailor hunter, “That is a d— fine way 
to treat sailors after they get into 
port, to lock them up in the forecas- 
tle.’ They then left the ship, and 
troubled her no more. 

The next day was the Sabbath, and 
at 2 o’clock the captain held his Sun- 
day service as usual, and all the men 


but two were present ; and each with 
his hymn-book joined in the singing. 
Next morning the captain informed 
the men, that he would like to have 
them all remain by the ship, and 
would pay them half a dollar for each 
day while discharging the ship and 
loading again for Hurope, in addition 
to their monthly wages. This they 
all agreed to, and went to work like 
good fellows, and worked till the car- 
go was nearly out, and not one of 
them was known to visit a rum-shop, 
although several were in sight. At 
that time they got into some trouble 
among themselves and asked for their 
discharge and got it, and were paid 
what was due them. But five of them 
stuck to the ship, and made a voyage. 
to Europe and back to New York, and 
then did not want to be discharged 
from the ship. But some ship-owners 
do not study their own interest; in 
fact, few of them do as they ought; 
for when you get a man attached to a 
ship, so that he wants to remain in her, 
he takes an interest in everything 
that belongs to her. By paying the 
men one half dollar in New Orleans, 
in addition to their monthly wages, 
the owner saved more than a dollar 
each day for each man. Labor was 
two and a half dollars per day. But 
owners were not satisfied with it, be- 
cause said they, men ought to work 
for their monthly wages. 

- Now, Sir, if we would have men so 
that we can control them in port, as 
well asat sea, we must treat them like 
men and not like dogs, and hold out 
some encouragement while in port, to 
induce them to stick by the ship. If 
this were done by all ship-owners and 
captains, we should soon see men dif- 
ferent from what they are now. But 
with too many ship-owners, one dollar 
would cover up half dozen sailor’s 
souls ; and such men choose captains 
to carry out their views and plans. 
These are facts that can be proved by 
following the vessels of such owners 
and their captains from port to port, 
and seeing how much poor sailors are 
paid for their hard services. 

I often think what accounts will be 
rendered, and must be rendered at the | 
great reckoning day; for then the poor 
sailor who has been wronged out of 
his hard earnings by the rich ship- 
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years at sea, in all capacities and in all 
kinds of vessels, from one mast to 
three, has convinced me of the above 
truths. In all my voyages, I cannot 
recollect of more than three men that 
left the vessel that I had the honor 
to command without their full pay. 
But the old school ship-masters have 


mostiy retired from the sea, and I am 


owners, and the captains who have 
been made tools of to accomplish this 
work, must all stand together at that 
great tribunal. If parents would have 
good obedient children, they must set 
examples accordingly, and manage 
their household so, that their children 
will feel that their father and mother 
are doing what is right. In all com- 
munities and all the business of life, if 
I take an interest in a man, and show 
by my conduct towards him that I 
want to do him good, in nine cases out 
of ten it will touch the better feelings. 
And sailors can be controlled almost 
as easy as children in a family, if the 
voyage is begun right; but if the voy- 
age is begun with strife and discord, 
so it will end in most cases. My ex- 
perience for more than thirty-five 


often pained to see how their places 
are filled,—to see the swaggering, and 
to hear the great exploits of knocking 
down sailors, and putting their thumbs 
out of joint and the like, compels me 
to turn away with disgust. 

Now, dear sir, I leave the subject 
at present, but if this should be 
thought worth anything for your 
Magazine, you will hear from me 
again. WANDERER. - 


MISCELLANY. 


SEAMEN’S RETREAT STATEN ISLAND, just accomplished a stormy voyage of 
We have before us the Annual Re iss SEH hae Mies © hae he 
port of the “ Physician-in-Chief” of Kccrha pti maine pee 


4 perhaps readily curable disease, but 
this Institution for 1857, presenting an { compelled to work oftentimes when 


affecting view of the sufferings of sea- § really unfit for any service ; minister- 
men from disease and casualty, and 3 ¢d unto not unfrequently after a 

: fashion, which only made the fatal re- 
abuse and vice. . We present some ex- 


p ; : sult more certain and rapid, they have 
tracts from it, which will, we are sure, { come to us ina truly pitiable condition 


be read with interest by all who have $ to seek for aid which no earthly hand 
hearts of sympathy for the afflicted. could render, and they found only a 
The Rerreat, as many of our read- grave. It is a significant fact that the 

d 


: d Retreat, as its name imports, is the last 
ers know, is the Hospital for Seamen, 3 resort of the poor afflicted mariner. 


established by the’State of New York, } Having spent the limited time which 
and supported from the taxes paid by ee ee eh 2 ae Cees ie 

: “6 ; ospitals, he is glad to turn his eyes 
sailors, unos the name of * hospital ich fash A, ale athe-hiha Rope Lea 
pOUeYs main undisturbed, and where he may 
CONDITION IN WHICH MANY ENTER IT. } at length compose himself for the last 

The list of deaths, as usual, is made 3} sleep, and have the rights of Christian 
up in a very large proportion of the { sepulture performed for him, and a 


sufferers from chronic and organic dis- } grave with his shipmates. ; 

eases. The victims of these maladies, The whole number of inmates in the 
in most instances, havirig turned to ? Institution during the year, was 1840: 
every other resource before coming to Of these, discharged cured, 1456 
the Retreat, were already beyond the gs Mg relieved, 9% 


reach of all remedial agencies when ue __« by request, 38 
they came under our care. Several i dict fe) cat nee 91 
of them were brought to us from ves- —— 
sels lying in tke stream, which had 1,68¢ 
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EFFECTS OF ABUSE. 


Few people who have not the facili- 
ties for knowing what is the length 
and the breadth of the grievous sys- 
tem of wrong and outrage which pre- 
vails on board of vast numbers of the 
ships which enter the port of New 
York, can have any adequate concep- 
tion.of the magnitude of the evil as it 


really exists. The past year has borne - 


-its ample testimony to the sadly cruel 
treatment of which seamen, as a class, 
have long been made the unhappy 
victims. Bruised and mutilated, and 
sometimes with broken limbs, which 
have been left to unite in such wise as 
to cripple the subjects of them for life, 
they have been brought on shore and 
placed in our wards. In some of these 
cases we have succeeded, by refractur- 
ing the bones, in remedying the defor- 
mity which had resulted from an im- 
proper position of the parts; in others 
we could do nothing. LHarly in the 
year, a poor negro, a native of Turk’s 
Island, was brought to the Retreat 
from on board a British brig, ina state 
of complete general paralysis, induced, 
doubtless, and as he stated, by brutal 
blows which he had received from a 
handspike in the hands of the mate. 
Left, as his comrades said, to lie in a 
condition of partial insensibility on 
deck during the whole of a January 
night, with the spray breaking over 
and saturating his clothes, he was fro- 
zen to a frightful degree, and he died 
at length on the fifth day after his ad- 
mission. The coroner who held an 
inquest upon the body, was indefati- 
gable in his efforts to secure the 
wretches by whose hands he died, but 
they had absconded, and could not be 

“brought to justice. Two others of the 
crew, also. badly frozen, were admit- 
ted on the same date, both of whom 
bore marks of terrible blows which 
they had received, and which had 
maimed them almost incurably. 


EFFECTS OF VICE. 


There have been transferred from 
the wards of the Retreat to a perma- 
nent home in.the Sailor’s Snug Har- 
bor, during the past year, 35 seamen, 
whose ages and condition of health ren- 
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dered them incapable of any further 
service at sea. Several of these un- 
fortunate men have been in actual ser- 
vice in the navy, and they still bear 
the scars of wounds received in fight- 
ing for their country. The worst fea- 
ture of their misery is the cruel bon- 
dage of appetite into which many of 
them have fallen. Their love for in- 
toxicating liquors is often so complete- 
ly overmastering, that no amount of 
restraint short of entire prohibition, 
can save them from repeated trans- 
gressions, at whatever cost. 

H.,a poor scarred and crippled 
old man of 70, was under treatment 
here during the summer months. He 
had been expelled from the Harbor for 
drunkenness, but still had assurances 
that his faults might be forgiven if he 
would change his manner of life, and 
give evidence of his sincere purpose of 
reform. During his stay at the Re- 
treat, he signed the pledge of absti- 
nence, and seemed to be alive to the 
importance of keeping out of the way 
of temptation. He was seldom allow- 
ed outside the gates, nor at any time 
without receiving faithful admonition 
to beware of his besetting vice. He 
fell two or three times while here, but 
after every fall protested his more ear- 
nest determination to gain the mastery 
and redeem himself from the degrada-. 
tion of drunkenness, of which he ap- 
peared to have a truly loathing sense. 
With a bounding heart of joy he re- 
ceived the tidings that the time of his 


* probation had elapsed, and that he 


might once more be admitted to the 
comfortable home in the Harbor, of 
which he had so wantonly deprived 
himself. He started with his bundle, 
and a heart strong in the faith of his 
ability to get there without touching 
the polluting cup; but, alas ! he fell by 
the way—one glass only rekindled the 
demon fire of appetite; another and 
another, drove him to utter insanity. 
He forgot his errand, and sold again 
his birthright ; and now, homeless and 
friendless, an outcast, he depends upon 
charity, and begs for the liquor still, 
which has robbed him and reduced 
him to the last extreme of shame and 
wretchedness. : 


A single fact presented in the classi- 
fied table of diseases, makes a sad reve- 
lation concerning one of the vices most 
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prevalent among scamen, which alone 
furnished 334 cases out of 1840, or 
nearly one-sixth of the whole. 


NEED OF SYMPATHY. 


Both at seaand on shore, poor Jack, 
is the dupe of a thousand forms of de- 
ception, which are practised upon him 
for the vilest ends. He is dogged 
while on shore by swarms of wretches, 
who to fleece him of his small gains 
are greedy to minister to his worst 
passions. The scanty clothing which 
scarce suffices to cover his nakedness, 
they remorselessly strip off his back, in 
return for the maddening draught 
which they put to his lips; and hay- 
ing used him for their hellish purposes, 
until his little hard earned means are 
gone, they ship him again as so much 
merchandise, and pocket his advance. 

Of the whole number of seamen who 
enter the Retreat, this may be said of 
a very large proportion. Their dissi- 
pation and utter improvidence bring 
them tosuch extreme destitution, that 
often when they arrive here, we are 
obliged to provide them with a change 
of clothing, before they can leave in 
any such condition of comfort as will 
protect them from the repeated in- 
roads of the same diseases, for the 
treatment of which they came under 
our care. , 

There is no class of men whose cha- 
racter and condition appeal more 
strongly to the sympathetic regards of 
all philanthropic minds than do these 
often homeless, friendless, neglected 
sons of the ocean. Of no class of men 
may it be said, that they subserve a 
wider and more impérative need of 
civilized life ; nor of any, that they ex- 
ert a more conspicuous influence in de- 
termining the estimation in which the 
nation which they represent must be 
held in every part of the globe. Itis 
peculiarly fitting that seamen, as a 
class, should engage the attention and 
enlist the paternal regards of the na- 
tion whose agents they are, and whose 
interests they foster and protect. If 
we would assert for our boasted civi- 
lization the respect of mankind, we 
must deem no sacrifice too great that 
can be made to rescue our seamen from 

“the bondage of degrading vice, and ele- 
yate them to the true dignity and res- 
pectability of their calling. 


NEED OF CHARITY. 


Few can have any conception of the 
wretchedly filthy, naked and wounded 
condition of many of the patients re- 
ceived at the Retreat, from on board 
of vessels newly arrived, and sent to us 
by order of the Health Officer. That 
much of their suffering and wretched- 
ness is in a large degree due to their 
profligate habits on shore, no one can 
doubt. Their drinking practises ab- 
sorb the money which should be ex- 
pended for suitable clothing, the want 
of which subjects them often to the 
loss of limbs by frost,'and not unfre- 
quently of life itself. Unlike men in 
other callings, seamen appear to have 
little capacity to adapt themselves to 
other ayocations on shore, and their 
rambling life is little fitted to foster 
those settled habits which are requi- 
site to success in any branch of indus- 
try. For these reasons, when crippled 
or disabled, they often become the 
subjects of charity. For such, a mu- 
nificent provision exists at the Sailor’s 
Snug Harbor. Grand and magnani- 
mous in its conception, and truly noble 
and beneficent in its liberal charity, 
this Institution has no equal in the 
civilized globe. An imperishable me- 
morial of its founder, it is the just pride 
of the worthy gentlemen who hold in 
trust its bounties, and the glory of the 
island upon which it is situated. 

Unrivalled in its location of surpass- 
ing beauty, upon the bank of the love- 
liest harbor in the world, in full view 
of an almost constant fleet of vessels, 
arriving and departing, laden with the 
treasures of the richest commerce of 
the globe, the Retreat stands, as its 
name imports, a haven of rest to the 
afflicted mariner, whence he may look 
out upon his favorite element, and feel 
the pulses quicken as he sees the danc- 
ing ship with streaming canvass cleave 
the silver water, and hear the cheery 
song of his comrades as they lift the 
groaning anchor from its oozy bed, and 
with sails all set, glide out of the nar- 
rows, and adown the bay, until they 
are lost to sight upon the heaving bo- 
som of the wide Atlantic. 


_—_——+ 0+ —_____ 
Bayarp Tayzor says that the fish- 


ermen of Norway are: supplied with 
wood by the Gulf Stream. . 
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WIVES AT SEA. 


It is becoming quite common, says 
the Honolulu Friend, to hear, and over- 
hear, shipmasters and seamen gen- 
erally talk about making this part of 
the world their home. Why should 
they not? Why may not the families 
of masters and officers become settled 
at the Islands as well as in New Bed- 

_ ford, or in other ports from which the 
whaling business is conducted? They 
will much more frequently visit 
“home.” At present, most of those 
among seamen who have families, do 
not see them oftener than once in 
two, three and four years; while 
there are scores in the whaling fleet 
who have not visited home during the 
last six or seven years. The evils and 
sad effects of such a course are many 
and great. We are very confident 
that those having families, are in duty 
bound to bring hither their families, if 
they contemplate whaling in the Pa- 
cific for the coming ten years. 

The number of masters accompa- 
nied by their wives, who are now or 
have been in port, is quite numerous, 
as the following list will show:,Cap- 
tains Skinner, Drew, Palmer, Phillips, 
Slocum, Grant, Edwards, Cox, Sco- 
field, Fisher, Chase, Green, Homer, 
Devoll,, Diman, Long, Brown, Bab- 
cock, Lawrence, Coggeshall and Stran- 
burg, are accompanied by their wives. 

The list embraces by no means all 
those ship masters accompanied by 
their wives now in the Pacific. Cap- 
tains Henry, Tabor, Sisson, Willis, 
Fish, and others, might be added, who 
have not come inside at Honolulu 
Late news from New Bedford reports 
that many others are on their way 
out. We hope the time may come 
when every married man in this part 
of the world will be accompanied by 
his wife. “What, therefore, God 
hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder,” 


ST, MARY'S CHURCH FOR SAILORS, BOSTON. 


Hight persons were recently con- 
firmed in this church, by Bishop East- 
burn. A correspondent of the Chris- 
tian Witness says: 

The church was well filled, on this 
occasion, with a deeply interested con- 
gregation. . Many sons of the sea 


were there. After the second lesson, 
the rector, the Rey. Mr. Robinson, 
baptized a sailor. When that hardy 
mariner stood before the baptismal 
font, a converted man, to “ renounce 
the world, the flesh, and the devil,” 
and henceforth to consecrate his life 
to the service of His Divine Master ;. 
when by his side, as his sponsor, stood 


,the noble captain of the ship, with 


whom he was to sail—and who was to 
be to him a godfather as well as a com- 
mander—a scene was witnessed which 
must have quickened the godly grati- 
tude of every Christian present.— 
How rarely do we behold a captain in. 
our merchant marine, willing to show 
his Christian colors before the great 
congregation; not ashamed to kneel 
down by the side of the sailor boy, 
and henceforth to love him and treat 
him as a godson ? ‘ 

It is an interesting fact, that to of 
the seamen confirmed at this time, 
are to sail with this captain, who in- 
tends to make his ship a Bethel, and to 
officiate, morning and evening, at the 
altar of his floating temple. 

Among the confirmed was the son 
of an Episcopal clergyman, in one of 
the Middle States. It is not my pro- 
vince nor my. privilege to tell the 
story of that young man’s conversion. 
His history is a tale that would touch 
the tendernessof every parent’s heart. 
I will not trench upon the sanctity of 
the domestic circle further than to 
say, that the benedictions which have 
come from a Christian father, and the 
prayers that have gone up on high, 
with grateful praise, gushing from a 
mother’s wouhded, yet overjoyed 
heart, richly reward the indefatigable 
rector of St. Mary’s for his Jabor in 
seeking to reclaim a wayward son, and 
would repay a lifetime of toil. It is 
such fruits as this, it is such expres- 
sions of Christian gratitude, fresh from 
the hearts of distant brethren, that 
sweeten the self-denying labors of 
the minister of God. 

Seven of those confirmed were sail- 
ors, and one was the wife of the mate 
of a vessel. 


REV. G. C. SMITH. . 


This father of evangelical labors for 
seamen is still alive, and vigorously pro- 
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secuting his self-denying work. A recent 
letter from a friend in England, says : 
“Dear old G. C. Sirs, is now in his 
76th year, and yet a few months since, he 
traveled through nearly all England, es- 
pecially our large seaport towns, and 
preached many times each Sabbath on 
the docks, quays, &c., to sailors. Such 
labor and earnest desire to spend and be 
spent in his Master's service, deserves our 
warmest admiration. I felt it to be one 
of the greatest privileges I could enjoy to 
gee and hear him talk to sailors. He de- 
sired to be remembered to you, and say 
that America received her Bethel Flag 
from Britain, but struck an honorable 
balance when she sent the Temperance 


Flag in return.” 


+2 


SEDUCTION ON SHIPBOARD. 


The Commissioners of Emigration 
have petitioned Congress for a law to 
punish the seduction of young women 
at sea. They declare: 


That during the last two or three 
years the frequent complaints made 
to your petitioners by female emi- 
grants arriving at this port, of ill treat- 
ment and abuse from the captains and 
other officers of some of the vessels 
engaged in the passenger business, 
caused your petitioners to investigate 
the subject, and: from such investiga- 
tion your petitioners regret to be ob- 
liged to say that since the diminution 
in the number of cabin passengers in 
sailing ships, produced by the rapid 
steam communication between this 
and the Eastern islands and Continent, 
propriety and decent observances on 
the part of the officers of many ships 
have very frequently been departed 
from. 

That, after reaching the high seas 
from European ports the captain fre- 
quently selects some unprotected fe- 
male from among his passengers, in- 
duces her to visit his cabin, and, when 
there, abusing his authority as com- 
mander, partly by threats and partly 
by promises of marriage, occomplishes 
her ruin, and retains her in his quar- 
ters for the rest of his voyage for the 
indulgence of his vicious passions, and 
the purposes of prostitution. 

That the other officers of the ship, 
haying no apprehension for the com- 
mission of a common breach of duty 
with him, often imitate the example 


of their superior; and when the poor 
friendless women thus seduced arrive 
at this port they are thrust from the 
ship upon shore and abandoned to 
their fate without any remedy for the . 
past wrong which has been done up- 
on them. 

That such occurrences as above de- 
scribed have become so frequent that 
your petitioners feel it their duty to 
ask for legislative interposition to put 
an end to these flagrant offences on 
the part of officers of vessels; and for 
that purpose, the acts being done on 
the high seas and out of the jurisdic- 
tion of the State, appeal to your hon- 
orable bodies, and respectfully ask for 
such an amendment to the passenger — 
laws as may prevent, by severe pun- 
ishment for the act, the recurrence of 
this increasing evil and wrong. And — 
your petitioners will ever pray. 

[Signed.] GuLIAN VERPLANK, | 
President. 
Bernard Casserley, Secretary. 


How Far is Ir?—Ours a “Great - 
Country.” -The following table, show- 
ing the comparative distances between 
some of the American and foreign - 
cities, affords a very good idea of the © 
extent of our continent: 


AMERICAN. 

' Miles. 

Pittsburg to Boston, 616 
New York to Mobile, 1,476 
Philadelphia to Pensacola, 1,443 
Boston to Nashville, 1,590 
New York to Charleston, 790 
Boston to Galveston, 2,256 
New York to New Orleans, 1,640 


Source to Mouth of the Missis- 


sippi, 2,985 
San Francisco to New York, 
(overland) 3,800 
FOREIGN. 
Miles 
Paris to Vienna, 625 


Paris to St. Petersburg, 1,510 
St. Petersburg to Constantinople, 1,450 


London to Constantinople, 1,490 
London to Vienna, 760 
Stockholm to Madrid, 2,160 
London to Rome, 910 


St. Petersburg to Thebes, 2,800 


‘It is said the launching of the Levi- 
athan will cost £100,000-at the least. ~ 
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..Discrpnine on Boarp a Man-or- 
War.—An officer of the United States 
frigate Congress, which has just re- 
turned from a cruise of two and a half 
years, during which she has sailed 
25,000 miles, writes to the Journal of 
Commerce as follows : 

The new mode of discipline with- 
out flogging is producing a rapid and 
decided change in the character of 
seamen, and in almost every particu- 
lar the change is of the most desira- 
ble nature. There is, perhaps, less 
promptness and energy in the move- 
ments of some who formerly jumped 
to the ropes for fear of the “cats ;” 
and that class of reckless, bold, and 
dare-devil spirits, who seemed in their 
native element only when the storm 
was highest and howled through the 
rigging with most terrific violence, is 
to some extent passing away. But 
there is rising in its place a self re- 
spect and intelligent manliness, ‘a re- 
liable fidelity, a sympathy with their 
fellow-men and a desire for their re- 
gard, which ‘is full of promise. Con- 
sidering the grade of society, from 
which seamen ordinarily come, and 
the motives which lead the great ma- 
jority to seek the service, it is sur- 
prising that the improvement in their 
character should have been as great 
as those most experienced declare it 
to be. 

Warer TreLescopr.—The water te- 
lescope for seeing under water, con- 
sists. of a tube to enable a person look- 
ing over the gunwale of a boat to rest 
the head on one end, while the other 
is below the surface of the water; the 
upper end being so formed that the 
head may rest on it, both eyes seeing 
freely into the tube. Into the lower 
end is fixed (water-tight) a plate of 
glass, which, when used, is to be kept 
under the surface of the water so that 
the spectator, looking down the tube, 
sees all objects at the bottom whose 
‘reflective powers are able to send off 
rays of sufficient intensity to be im- 
pressed on the retina, after suffering 
the loss of sight caused by the absorb- 
ing power of the water. In clear wa- 
ter, the bottom may thus be seen at 
the depth of twelve fathoms. This 
contrivance is much used in seal-shoot- 
ing along our northern and western 
islands, where, sometimes in the form 


of an ordinary washing-tub with a 
plate of glass fixed in its bottom, the | 
shot seal is looked for, and the grap- 
pling-hook let down to bring him to 
the surface. The Norwegian fisher- 
men also often use this telescope when 
their anchors get into foul ground, or 
their cables warped on a roadstead. 


Tue Sartor anp His pay.—Messrs. 
Howland & Frothingham, who aquies- 
ced in the new movement, but who 
were among those who believed in a 
more gradual system of reform, have 
struck out an independent course in 
the selection of a crew, and in the 
mode of their payment, which seems 
to have taken remarkably well. The — 
ship Emerald, of their Liverpool line 
of packets, being ready to receive a 
crew, the agents were told to pay as 
high as $17 per month if necessary, 
to offer to settle the landlords’ bills 
not to exceed a month’s pay, to pro- 
mise the crew good usage on the voy- 
age, and the liberty of leaving the 
ship in Liverpool or remaining by her, 
just as they chose, being paid in Liver- 
pool whateyer was their due. The 
good reputation of Captain Cook may 
have had some influence upon the sail- 
or, but there were more than a hun- 
dred applications to ship in her. Her 
crew was obtainedinaday; they all 
left in the ship from the dock, and yester- 
day she was lying in the stream, on 
the third day, detained by head winds, 
and there was not a desertion, or a 
murmur heard on board the ship. The 
history of this ship’s voyage to Liver- 
pool and back will throw some light 
upon the best modes of employing— 
and paying seamen.—New York Times. 


APPROPRIATE PresENT To A SKILL- 
FUL AND CouraGrous Master Mare 
ner. It will be remembered that 
Capt. John Simpson of Newburyport, 
commander of ship Moses Wheeler, of 
Boston, while on a voyage in 1856 
from Newport, Wales, to Calcutta, 
with a valuable cargo, preserved his 
vessel from shipwreck in the midst of 
great danger, by the exercise of both 
skill and courage, and for which, on 
his return to England, a costly gold 
chronometer watch was presented to 
him by the London underwriters— 
The Presidents of the Alliance, Bos- 
ton, and China Insurance Companies, 
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-of Boston have presented to Capt. 
Simpson a check for $500; as a token 
of their appreciation of his “skill and 
persevering courage, in conducting his 

ship to her port of destination, when 

‘surrounded by great difficulties and 
peril.” 


The steam frigate Niagara is fitting 
out with all dispatch, at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, to renew the attempt to 
lay the Ocean Telegraph Cable, and 
is expected to sail on the first of 
March. A picked crew of about two 
ie men has been procured for 

er. a 


THE CABIN BOY. 


© LITTLE JENNIE’S LAST PRAYER. 


_~ Little Jennie was the daughter of a 
minister, and the grand-daughter of 
Capt. 'S. a pious ship master ; who 
having. followed. the sea for many 
‘years, at. length retired from his pro- 
-fession, and -spent his last days at 


‘home,—doing good by his prayers and 


his-pious example. - It was one of the 
-greatest..delights..of this venerable 
sman: to -take care of little Jennie in 
her baby-hood, and specially to soothe 
sher-under the sufferings of a disease 


with which she was many months af- - 


flicted. . — 


. She. grew up a lively, intelligent 
child, and was very conscientious and 
‘affectionate. She learned to read 
when. quite. young; and before she 
was five-years old would stand by her 


father’s knee and read the morning 


chapter in the- family devotions, and 
that so intelligently and well as to 
surprise those who heard her, 

~ In the summer before she was six 
“years old her aunt with her daughter 
«two years older came from New York 
‘to make them a visif. his visit had 


-pleasure was anticipated. from it. It 
-wasindeed a merry time with the cous- 
Ans... They played pic-nic in the gar- 
“den, and visited with their dolls, and 
the like, all day: But alas, the little 
“cousin was taken sick the night fol- 
lowing, and. after lingering in great 
‘suffering for ten days she died. Her 
‘friends feel assured that she went to 
~be with her Saviour. Perhaps, I will 


tell my little readers about her anoth- 


er, time. 3 


en expected for some time,and much . 


Shortly after, the same disease pros- 
trated little Jennie’s father. She was 
very sad, and very anxious about him, 
and seemed very.desirous to make 
herself useful, taking almost the sole 
care of her little brother two years 
younger, thereby greatly relieving 
her mother. hi 

One night ‘when her father was 
very sick, her mother had become 
quite exhausted, and threw herself a- 
cross the children’s bed to get a little 
rest. It was their bed time—and 
Jennie brought in her brother, un- 
dressed him and put him into the 
bed, then after undressing herself, 
she asked her mother if she might say 
her prayers by her—and on being told 


‘that she might, she knelt down, 


clasped her hands together, raised 
her eyes to heaven and began. As 
she was in the habit of doing, she 


‘first said “Our Father who art in 


heaven,” and “now I lay me down to 
sleep,” and then she prayed her owa 
prayer, as she used to call it. Her 
mother listened, and was refreshed 
and comforted. Often has she thought 
of it since, and said to herself—what 
a.prayer that was! It seemed truly 
prompted by the spirit of God. Noth- 
ing was forgotten—she prayed for 


herself, her little brother and her 


other, but especially for her dear 


_sick papa—that “God would’ let him 


live, and not take him away.” She 
prayed long and earnestly as if she 
could take no denial. It seemed to 
her mother to be the earnest. pour- 
ing out of all her feelings and wishes 
into the ear of her. heavenly: Father, 
and the beautiful expression of purity 


6214 


- and perfect trust, manifested in her 
‘countenance will never be forgotten. 
It was but a little more than one 
short week from this time that death 
laid his icy hand upon her, and God 
_ called her to himself. Her head was 
‘so much affected in her sickness that 
she was not able to converse at all; 
but her mother remembers that last 
prayer, and feels that it could not have 
been in vain. Our Saviour says “ suf- 
fer the little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Dear children—do you pray ear- 
. nestly as Jennie did, or, while you 
say over the words, are you thinking 


of something else? I fear too many , 


do—and this, let me tell you is mock- 
‘ing God, and you surely would not 
do that. He is very kind to you, and 
gives youevery thing you have—food 
and clothes, and books and play things, 
and besides all these kind friends to 
love you and teach you how to be 
useful-and happy. When you pray, 
“be careful to pray your own prayers 
as dear little Jennie did, and feel 
what you say, and God will bless you 
and make you his own dear children. 
“for ever. J.S. W. 


-e@ 


‘MOTHER, 
Does the world soften your heart 
‘when you think of that feverish 
couch? Have you ever felt the touch 
of fingers that soothed you as hers 
did? Have you ever felt so smooth 
a pillow as the one she pressed gently 
‘from your burning head? Do youre- 
member how she denied herself rest 
“day after day, and night after night, 
her eyes bright with the feverish 
“longing to give you ease and alleviate 
your suffering? Did that voice ever 
‘ound harsh to you then? And Oh! 
‘when your head laid on the bosom 
“ffom which your own life had come, 
and you heard the quick throbs of her 
_loving heart, and knew every one of 
_those precious pulsations beat with 
-loye, and tenderness, and anxiety for 
you, did not your parched lips mur- 
mur “ Mother,” with a strange, wild 
joy, while the cheek, seamed by the 
‘rough lines of care, was wet with 
tear? 

“Tf T could only. see my mother.” 

Again and again was that yearning 
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cry repeated—“If I could only see 
my mother.” 

The vessel rocked, and the waters, 
chased by a fresh wind, played a mu- 
sical reveille against the side of the 
ship. The sailor, a second mate, quite 
youthful, laid in his narrow bed, his 
eye glazing, his limbs stiffening, his 
breath failing. It was not pleasant 
to die thus in this shaking, plunging 
ship; but he seemed not to mind this 
bodily discomfort—his eye looked far 
away—and ever and anon broke forth 
that grieving cry—“If I could only 
see my mother !” 

An old sailor sat by with a Bible in 
his hand, from which he had been 
reading. He bent above the young 
man, and asked him why he was so 
anxious to see the mother he had 
willfully left. 

“Oh! that’s the reason,” he cried, 
in anguish—“I nearly broke her 
heart, and I can’t die in peace. She 
was a good mother to me—Oh! so 
goodamother! She bore everything 
from her wild boy, and once she said, 
‘My son, when you come to die, you 
will remember all this. Oh! if I 
could only see my mother!” 

He never saw his mother. He died 
with the yearning cry upon his lips, 
as many a man has died who slighted 
the mother who bore him. The 
waves roll over him, and his bones 
whiten at the bottom of the sea, and 
that dread cry has gone before God, 
there to be registered forever.—Olive 
Branch. 


. 
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CATCHING A SHARK, 

“There! whats that? Nothing. 
Didn’t you hear it—that splash ?— 
It’s a shark; bring the shark hook, 
bring the shark hook! Every soul 
leaning with two big eyes over the rail 
asks, where? where? There! don’t 
yousee? Where’s the shark-hook ? 
At last comes a sailorwith the shark 
hook and a lot of inch hemp rope. 
Why didn’t you bring the cable? 
Here’s the bait. Oh,—take half of it 
—take half of it; the pork is worth 
more than the shark! shouts the 
mate. He’s gone. No, he ain’t; there, 
there, didn’t you see him, close to the 
hook? Hurrah! I told youI should — 
catch him; bowse him in, boys; pull 
away. Hold on, hold on, I tell ye! 


Wl 
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Drown him! Don’t pull him on deck 
yet. 

Those two watches would have had 
Johnny Shark on deck, if it had not 
been for that order, for they pulled 
with a will, as if they had been cat- 
ting the anchor to the tune, “It’s 
time for us to go.” Get the harpoon! 
Where is that fellow? Bend on a 
line! Here, let me take it, Iam an old 
whaleman! good for nothing—it wont 
stick in. Perhaps not; but neverthe- 
less, the shark squirmed as if his feel- 
ings were injured by it. Bring me 
some ratline stuff; make a running 
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bowline; haul away, boys, as hard as 
you are a-mind to! Over the taffrail 
poor Johnny Shark is hung to dry,— 
until the steward’s hatchet enters his 
vitals—-which, by the way, are situated 
on the end of his nose. Then giving 
his tail a good wide berth, the boys 
drag him forward, jam a handspike 
down his throat, exclaiming, “Imagine 
that my leg, and chew away.” They 
then slice him up, looking at the 
steaks with a hearty regret that the 
pig had been killed, and the lament 
that shark wont keep over Sunday.— 
Cruise of the Morning Star. 


NEW-YORK, MARCH, 1858. 


PRAYER FOR SEAMEN. 


It is a striking fact connected with 
the present religious interest among 


seamen in this port, that, in not a few 


instances, sailors have arrived here from 
sea under conviction of sin. Their first 
act on reaching shore has been to 
seek the place of worship, and Christ- 
jan instruction: And, in general, there 
is probably a greater degree of se- 
riousness, and readiness for religious 


conversation among the crews who 


come in hither, than has been known 
for years before. Every thing indi- 
cates that the Spirit of God is visiting 
these men, even upon the sea, where 
there are no means of grace, and 
where all the temptations to evil 
which ordinarily so fortify the soul in 
its wickedness, abound. 

We believe that this fact is in an- 
sewer to prayer. There are those who 
do not forget to pray for seamen. 
Many a pious parent, in his closet and 
at the family altar, pours out daily fer- 
vent supplication for the absent one 


amid the perils of the sea. Many a 


sister, in the secresy which only One 
Eye penetrates, bears a much loved 


brother upon her heart to the throne 
of grace. Many who have no tie of 
human affection to prompt them, 'still 
think of the sailor among all the 
needy, and plead for Heaven’s bless- 
ing upon his soul. Many who give 
and pray for the salvation of the 
world, forget not that the seais a part 
of the world and ask that its “abun- 
dance” of men, and influence, and 
wealth may be converted to God. 
And these prayers are heard. He who 
moved in the morn of Creation on the 
face of the waters still descends upon 
them with His illuminating, and life 
giving power, and quickens souls sunk 
in the deepest chaos of sin and death. 

We ask that prayer for seamen may 
abound. Let the pastors of our 
churches, remembering the sailor’s 
need, and the importance of the influ- 
ence he can exert on the world, for- 
get not to mention him in the prayers 
of the sanctuary. Let him have a 
place at the monthly concert, as one 
of the missionaries which for good or 
for evil we are sending out into all 
the world. Let him have that prom- 
inence in the prayers and efforts of 
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Obristians which he has in prophecy, 
as one of the instrumentalities by 
which the Gospel shall be given to all 
nations, and we. shall soon see the 
“Ships of Tarshish” bringing Zion’s 
sons and daughters from the ends of 
the earth. 


———————0e «—_____—_—_ 


HOW MANY PIOUS CAPTAINS HAVE WE? 


A Friend of seamen in Bangor, Maine, 
writes : 


“J wish to ascertain as nearly as I can, 
for the benefit of seamen here and in Port- 
land, what proportion of the captains and 
officers of vessels belonging to, and sailing 
from ports in the United States, either 
coastwise or on foreign voyages, are pious 
men, and have religious services on board 
their vessels; and what are the results of 
such services on the character of the 

crews, and the ease of governing them ; 
and vice versa ? 

If you can give me some statistics 
touching these points, or if no more than 
briefly your views, it will oblige me 
much.” 


We commend the questions of our cor- 


respondent to the consideration of sea- 
men’s chaplains and others, in all the 
ports of this land, and ask them for their 
answers, giving statistics so far as known, 
and their views on the subject. 

Our impressions are, that the number of 
pious captains and officers is compara- 
tively very small. There are, however, 
some such, who carry out their religious 
principles in public worship with their 
crews on shipboard. 

We never heard of a mutiny on suchs 
ship. We have known several instances 
where the most happy results have fol- 
lowed the christian efforts of pious cap- 


‘tains and officers, to benefit and elevate 


the character of their crews. The great 
want of the service, at the present time, 
is such officers. Were all owners and offi- 
cers God-fearing men, we should soon 
have a revolution in the character of the 
crews. who navigate American vessels. 
We apprehend that much of the reckless 
selfabandonment of our seamen grows 
out of a vicious system of shipping and 
governing them. 


NAVAL JOURNAL. 


DISASTERS FOR THE MONTH, 
SHIPS. 

Serampore, Stone, fr. N. Orleans to 
Boston; ashore on Black Ledge near 
Cohasset, Captain and crew were saved 
but badly frost bitten. $50,000, 

. Amelia, Raymond, fr. N. Orleans to N. 
York ; ashore at Great Egg Harbor, bilg- 
ed. $60,000. 

Wallace, fr. Quebec to Greenock ; lost 
800 miles from Cape Clear, chief mate 
and steward drowned ; remainder of the 
crew picked up on the 17th, after having 
been seven days with only a dog and four 
biscuits to subsist upon. 

Gen. Williams, (British,) fr. St. Ste- 
phens, N. B. to Liverpool; ashore near 
Cutler Harbor. $65,000. 

. , Cambridge, Chase, fr. N. Y. to N. Or- 
leans ; totally lost on Little Bahamas.— 
$75,000. 

John Bryant, fr. Cardiff, Wales, to Sa- 

_gua-la-Grande ; abandoned in a sinking 
condition off Trinidad de Cuba. 


aoe 


BARKS, 

Sam Slick, fr. Boston to London; 
ashore on the rocks near St. Michael's, 
Azores. Total loss. $64,000. 

M. C. Dyer, fr. Cette, France to New 
York ; ashore at Barnegat. 

American Lass, M’Kellar, (British,) fr. 
London to N. Orleans; ashore and aban- 
doned near Cape St. Antonio, Cuba. 

BRIGS. 

Terpsichore, (Swedish,) fr. Rio Janeiro 
to Savannah ; wrecked at Tybee, captain 
and crew saved. $6,000. 

Pacific, Harry, of Boston; ashore at 
the mouth of the River Maroni. Total 
loss. $8,000. 

SCHOONERS. 

KE. S. Rudderow, Chadwick, wrecked at 
Indian River, Florida. Value, $3,000. 

Independence, fr. Rockland to N. 
York ; sprung a leak and run ‘on shore. 
Total loss. $2,000. 

Cobb, fr. N. Bedford to Mississippi Riv- 
er; ashore on Abaco. Total loss. $3,000. 
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__ Liverpool, fr. Boston; burnt at Bar- 
rington, N.S. $10,000. 

A. L. Crawford, Blackmans, sailed fr. 
Liverpool for Havana, Sept. 29. Missing. 
$16,000, 

J. Vail, Gray, fr. N. York to Garden 
Key, Florida; abandoned at sea and 
sunk. $9,000. 

Leona, fr. Rockland ; ashore at Curri- 
tuck and burnt. $4,000. 

W. L. Montague, Jr., fr. St. Thomas to 


Baltimore ; ashore at Currituck. Total ° 


loss. $8,000. 
SUMMARY. 
Ships, 6, $350,000 
Barks, 3 125,000 
Brigs, 2, 14.000 
Schooners, 8, 55,000 
19, $544,000 
e 
DEATHS OF SEAMEN, 

Dratu or Cart. CRoMWELL. We deep- 


-ly regret to learn, says the Honolulu 
Friend, of Nov. 11th, 1857, that Capt. 
Peter Cromwell, of the Gladiator, died 
on his passage from New Bedford to 
Honolulu. He was an old acquaintance, 
whom we had frequently met. on his 
former voyages. His death occurred at 
sea, September 16th, off Cape Horn.— 
We learn that his vessel was experiencing 
a severe gale of wind, during which the 
captain fell from the main rigging, strik 
ing his head, which occasioned his death 
in about forty hours. He belonged to 
Martha’s Vineyard. 


In Honolulu, 4th inst., Carr. H. N. 


Crabs, aged 57 years, a native of Middle- 
town, Dauphin County, Penn. He enter- 
ed the U.S. Marine Corps in 1821, and, 
after rising to the rank of captain, he re- 
signed in 1837. In 1847 he was appoint- 
ed Naval Storekeeper at Honolulu, which 
post he retained until the store was re- 
moved from the islands in 1850. He was 
highly esteemed and is much lamented 
by all who knew him. 

On board ship Worthern Light, Chapel, 
March 27, 1857, from injuries received by 
falling from the main yard, Lewis Swezet, 
a native of New York. 

At sea, October 25, on board ship 
China, Marruew Lopsz, a native of Cape 
de Verde. 


Drowned, by the upsetting of a boat, . 


Henry Kiyessoury, August 10,1857. He 
was a seaman on board the Florida, and 
a native of Connecticut. 

In Honolulu, on the 23d ult., Hans 
Hansy, a seaman belonging to the Ger- 
mai whaleship Republic. : 

On board bark Black Eagle, in the 


China Sea, March 14, 1857, after a short 
illness with brain fever,Mr. Joseru Smirn, 
of New London, Ct., aged 33 years, first 
officer of the vessel. nat 
Same date, of consumption, ALBERT 
Nicuon, of Sag Harbor, aged about 37 
years. , 
Lost overboard from the whaleship 
Daniel Wood, Dec. 22, 1856, Jonn Q. 
Rregs, a seaman, aged about 21 years, 
belonging to Avon, New York State. 
Lost from the Bark Delphin Oct.:6, by 
the capsizing of a boat while wooding, 
John Bullar, John Williams, and Richard 
Bailey, place of residence unknown. 
Ship Rochambeau. at New Orleans, lost 
overboard Dec. 2, when off Scilly, John 
Dunn, of Dundee, and Henry Johnson, of 
Dantzic, both seamen. 
Mr. Roberts, 3d mate of Bark Hun- 
tress, died 4 days before arriving at 
Teneriffe. : 
Edward C. Ward of Brooklyn, Neil 
Peterson, and James Carter of Dresden, 
Me., died on ship Skylark fr. Shanghai 
to N. York. : 
Joseph Andrews, lost overboard from 
ship Dreadnough, fr. Liverpool.-Dec. 25. 
Elisha Andrews, lost overboard from 
ship Fanny McHenry, fr. London, Dee. 3. 
James Briggs, 2d officer of whaler Mary 
Wilder, knocked overboard and sunk, 
Dec. 13. He was a native of Dartmouth. 
Albert Kelly, colored, washed’ over- 
board from schooner Louisianna; fr. St. 
Thomas. saps 
Jehn Elmer, 2d officer, fell from top 
gallant foreyard overborrd and: lost, on 
board of bark Delia, Chapin, fr. New Or- 
leans. ; 

Mr. Butts, Ist officer, and 4. seamen, of 
= South Boston, lost in the Ochotsk 
ea. eh 

George Lee, thrown down by a heavy 
sea and died in a few minutes on board 
ship Dirigo. ay 

Jan. 11—The Philadelphia, from Phila- 
delphia, in a heavy squall in Jat. 48, Jon. 
25. was struck by lightning, and two sea- 
men were killed, and three others badly 
injured. aes 

Geoge Millett, lost overboard from 
ship James R. Keeler, from London. .— 

Albert Cole, knocked overboard by the 
boom, and lost on Schoner Henry Cole. 

The Schooner Magyar, of Belfast has 
been missing since Oct. 26. The crew 
were Robert R. Havener, master, of 
Rockland, where he leaves a family ; 
Eldridge Thcmas, mate, of Rockland ; 
Jahn Winder, steward, of do; John E. 
Davis of do; John B. Lindsay, of do; 
and Henry Edmonds, of Machias, sea- 
men. 

Wm. Crosby, Ist officer, Wm. James, 
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and Charles Dimon, died of fever on 
Schooner Czar, from Minititlan to N. Y. 
- George Ray, a native of France, fell 
from the topsail yard of ship London, 
from London to N. Y. Struck ship’s side, 
went overboard, and was lost ; same day, 
John Hussey fell from the fore topsail 
yard, and lodged in the fore chain; he 
was severely injured. 

The mate of Schooner Anny Chase, 
lost overboard, from Laguayra to N. Y. 


William Andrews, lost overboard from ~ 


ship Adams, from Castine to N. Orleans. 

William M’Gregor, 3d officer, of ship 
Wm. Penn, lost overboard in a gale 

David Shannon, lost overboard from 
Schooner Ned, fr. Wilmington to N. Y. 

The first mate, a brother of the Captain, 
the second mate, Mr. Burton, and a sea- 
man, died of fever, on board of Schooner 
Robert Palmer of Mystic. 

Deata oF A VETERAN Sup Master.— 
Many of our citizens will readily call to 
mind the stalwart frame and frank and 
agreeable manners of the subject of the 
following obituary notice which we copy 
from the N. Y. Journal of Commerce. 

Capt. Nash de Cost, who died in Skan- 
eateles on the 27th January, at the ad- 


vanced age of 75 years, was well known * 


in this city thirty years ago, as one of the 
most popular shipmasters in the ‘ Swal- 
low Tail” line of Liverpool packets.— 
Those who had occasion to cross the At- 
lantic at that period, will remember him, 
as commander of the favorite packet ship 
“York.”? Previous to his connection 
with that ship, he severally commanded 
the ships ‘ Euphrates’, ‘ Cortez, and ‘Ave- 
rick’ in all of which he not only gave en- 
tire satisfaction to owners, but also to 
those who took passage with him. The 
humerous gifts of silver plate, which he 
possesed, and cherished in his. advanced 
age, testified his popularity, with his pas- 
senger friends. He was always a good 
friend of the sailor, and has often boasted 
that he never had occasion to flog a man 
who sailed with him, in the whole course 
of his life. He possesed a good heart and 
it was always in the ‘right place,’ wheu 
appealed to by those in distress. He was 
a sincere Christian, and died in the hope 
of a glorious immortality. aay 
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THOM’S NAVIGATOR, 


[We insert the following notice by re- 
quest. Of the merits of the work, we can 
not speak from personal knowledge. We 
were interested, however, in glancing it 
ever, to observe the beauty of the dia- 
grams which we are informed were drawn 


and engraved by the daughter of Capt 
Thom.] 


This work is confined to the practice 
of Navigation at Sea. Therefore, instead 
of having to go through a tedious train- 
ing in geometry and trigonometry, as is 
the case in other works, the learner is ta- 
ken at once into the actual work as prac- 
tised at sea, thereby becoming interested 
in the study from the beginning. The so- 
lutions of geometry and trigonometry 
are never used in practice at sea, even by 
those who have previously studied the 
subject, and very few devote the neces- 
sary time to become proficient in them 5 
and with those that have the time and 
ability, it will be found a better plan to 
make these the last part of the study ra- 


ther than the first, for they will then see 


the object of it. 

All the problems are explained by dia- 
grams, which gives the learner more in- 
sight into the nature of them than the 
study of geometry and trigonometry 
would. 

The great difficulty experienced by 
léarners is, that the rules given in works 
on Navigation are not explicit enough, or 
do not comprehend the whole case as 
worked out at sea. In this book, all the 
rules required for working out any pro- 
blem, will be found to follow one another 
in the order in which they are wanted: 
in few cases will there be any necessity to 
refer to any other part of the book. 

All the examples are worked out com- 
plete, with all the corrections applied ia 
the same manner as is done at sea. This 
is a great advantage to the learner, par- 
ticularly in the problem of time, or find- 
ing the longitude by chronometer by the 
altitude of the sun, moon or stars, where 
there are a number of corrections, which 
it is difficult for a beginner to learn unless 
they are worked out in the examples. In 
Bowditch’s Navigator, these corrections 
are not worked out with the examples, 
and the consequence is, that learners are 
apt to omit them. It must be recollected, 
that when Bowditch’s was written, 
vhronometers were not as much in use as 
at the present time, which accounts for 
there being only half the space devoted to 
them, as in Thom’s Navigation. 

There are several new Tables,—one for 
finding the time of the stars passing the 
meridian throughout the year,—one for 
finding the latitude by an altitude of the 
sun out of the meridian—and one for find- 
ing the joint correction of the sun’s ob- 
served altitude, to obtain the true alti- 
tnde. 

_ In the last edition, a complete set of 
new Tables have been added. 
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<M. 8. Ch., Green Creek, N. J; ria : “5 35 


en rt.) 
M..E. Ch., Goshen, N.S; 


: Meth. Epis. Ch. Morristown, N Feh 


to constitute Rev. J.C, Chew, 


Lis My ~, 20 00 
“Meth. Epis. Ch., Dividing ‘Creek, AS 
N. J. (in part,) : 7 26 


Meth. Epis. Ch,, Newport, N. "Se 
(in part,)- 

Meth. Epis, Ch., Cedarville, N.J., ~ 
(in part.) 

Meth. Epis. Ch., , Smyrna, Del: ie 

> part,) cap 8S, 33 

ae Ch. Smyrna, 1 Del, ot to Es 


10. a7 


“Recipts on “part, ) into. the. Treasury fl 
ot ih: SUF S. for January; | 1858. * 


Ree. P. Boughton Dist. See. 


Bethel, 


Meth. E is OB: a 46 
do do “Baptist” SE 
do. 3.36" “Episcopal 6. 
-a0" do. Mrs. parte a Ta 


~ wards o's 
do “Harmer, Cong? Che 
do. do Meth. Epis. Ch 
do — Cireimati, Gitizens,« 
South Charlestony- Meth. 


S. D. Clayton): 


do . South Api tear Dr 
. >> Haight, . 2: ae 
do *Daytor, Cong. » 5 Ch, 3 
do Bs Co > aaiatae > doe At 
‘02 do Lutheran. do 20:00 
do . Springfield, Epis. - do. . 20°00 
“Mich. Clinton, Cong...» “dow ».8 30 
do -2do. | Rev. Mersey 1 50 
$468 34 


Whole amount, oe, 437° 47 
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THE SAILOR BOY'S SONG. 
BY REY. E. PORTER DYER. 


One night in his hammock a sailor boy 
swung, 

He thought of his home, as thus sweetly 
he sung ; 

«My father and mother are far far away, 

And I shall not hail them for many a 
day 

But one thing I know while I sail on the 
sea, 

My father and mother are praying for 

; me.” 


‘* My brothers and sisters I left long ago, 

But they wont forget their dear brother 
I know, 

They’ll watch when the wild winds at 
sunset are high, 

They’ll watch when the Storm Spirit 
darkens the sky ; 

And shrink to their closets and bow down 
the knee, 

And look to the mercy seat praying 
for me.” 


“My home on the water is lonely at night, 

When our vessel is tossed by the tem- 
pest’s stern might, 

And fast.through the darkness bewilder- 
ed we fly, 

Nor know what disasters or perils are 
nigh. 

But when the morn dawns on the quieted 
sea, 

I think my dear friends have been pray- 
ing for me.” 


“And oft when the deck of the vessel 
I’ve trod, 

_And thought of the goodness and mercy 
of God, 

Preserving, protecting, and guiding my 
way, ; : 


-Another good reason this. 


Through all my long wanderings many. 


a day ; 
ThenI lift up my heart to the Lord of 
the sea, 


. And thank Him for friends who are pray- 


ing for me.” 
Hingham, Jan. 21st, 1858. 


Oe —- —--—— 


REASONS WHY WE SHOULD OT GIVE 
TO THE SEAMEN’S CAUSE, 


In the January number of the Life 
Boat, several reasons were mentioned 
why we should care for sailors. We pro- 
pose now, tosuggest a few, why we should 
not do it,—at least reasons which we 
often hear advanced for that purpose— 
sometimes even by pastors of churches! 

1, “We have not been accustomed to 
contribute to this cause. An excellent 
reason, truly. So we were once unaccus- 
tomed to give to any cause, to pray, or 
serve God at all. If we never had done 
these things, who would have had any 
right to demand them? 

2. “We do not live on the seaboard, 
and have no connection with sailors,” 
In the same 
way we ought not to give to the heathen, 
because we are not heathen, and do not 
live in a heathen land. Unless we can: 
find some personal motive to influence us, 
the love of souls and the honor of Christ, 
ought to weigh notbing in our. estima- 
tiort. ty 

3. * The merchants who employ them 
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ought to provide for sailors.” Doubtless. 
And if they will not, or can not, what is 
that to us? Parents ought to provide for 
their children, and if they do not, why ask 
us to sustain a Sabbath School, or doany- 
thing to rescue them from idleness, igno- 
rance, and misery? 

4, “The seamen’s is one of the smallest 
of the benevolent causes, and must give 
place to the more important.” True. The 
souls of HALF A MILLION OF AMERICAN SAI- 
rors, the moral influences of a COMMERCE 
as extensive as the ocean itself, and qua- 
drupling itself every 25 years, are an ob- 
ject of too little consequence to have a 
regular place amid the charities of the 
church. Such a “little sister,” ought 
not to expect a seat at the common 
table, till all the elder and bigger ones 
are supplied. Indeed there is hardly 
room for her to come at all. 

5. “We gave to the seamen’s cause 
ast year,—we can’t afford it oftener than 
once in two years.” 
the chaplains who have gone abroad on 
the faith of the churches, are not content 
to have a salary only every other year, 
they must be very unreasonable fellows. 
If they and their families eat more than 
half as often as their brethren at home, it 
is clear that they have no just apprecia- 
tion of the privilege of going to the ends 
of the world to preach Christ. 

6. “We can’t do anything for sailors, 
for we have to contribute to our Church 
Boards.” True. And as poor Jack had 
no hand or voice in constituting those 
Boards, and was too far away on the deep 
to allow even the inarticulate utterance 
of his hardships and his wants, to reach 
those who did constitute them, he has no 
claims uponus whatever, Ifhe had been 
by vote commended to us, we could have 
done something for him, but since he is 
only a poor dying sinner, without friends 
or endorsers, we have no sympathies to 
spare. 

7. ©We are a small church; it’s as 
much as we can do to support the gospel 
at home.’ Undoubtedly. The poor wi- 
dow, whose two mites were “all her'fty- 
ing,” made a great mistake, though her 


-tmined countenance of the mate. 


Lord said, they were more than all that 
was cast in by the rich. Because we are 
small, let us not have the privilege of 
working, and of growing by work. 

8. “ We are building a new church that 
exhausts all our means.” This is a very 
excellent reason. We once knew a con- 
gregation which was unable to give only 


_ten dollars to save the souls of sailors, be- 


cause they were just then expending se- 
venty-five thousand dollars in building a 
house of worship ! 


> 


THE SAILOR BOY'S PRAYER, 


- The Cordelia was a good ship; but at- 
one time we feared that she was on her 
last voyage. We were but afew days 
out from the harbor when a severe storm 


‘of five days continuance overtook us. 


I must tell you of an act performed by a 
sailor boy, at the height of the storm. 
He was literally a boy, and far better fit- 
ted for thumbing a spelling-book than fur- 
ling asailinastorm. The ship was roli- 


. ing fearfully, some of the rigging got en- 
No, indeed. And if tas ys gging g 


tangled at the main-mast head, and it was 
necessary that some one should go up 
and put it right. It was a perilous job. 
I was standing near the mate, and heard 
him order that boy to do it; he lifted his 
cap, and glanced at the swinging mast, 
the boiling seas, and at the steady, deter- 
He 
hesitated in silence a moment; then 


» rushing across the deck, he pitched down 


into the forecastle ; perhaps he was gone 
two minutes, when he returned, Jaid his 


‘hands upon the ratlines, and went up 


with a will. 
My eyes followed him till my head was 


dizzy, when I turned and remonstrated 


with the mate for sending the boy aloft, 


He will not come down alive, and 


why did you send him?” “TI did it,” 
replied the mate, “ to save life: we’ve 
sometimes lost men overboard, but never 
a boy ; see how he holds, like a squirrel - 
he is more careful ; he’ll come down safe 
Lhope.” Again I looked till tears dim- 
med my eyes, and I was compelled to 
turn away, expecting every moment to 
catch a glimpse of his last fall. 

In about fifteen or twenty minutes he 
came down, and walked aft with a smile 
on his countenance, 

In the course of the day I took occa- 
sion to speak to him, and asked him why 
he hesitated when ordered Moft. “TI 
went, Sir,” said the boy, “to pray.” 
“Do you pray?” “Yes, Sir: I thought 
that I might not come down alive, and 
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I went to commit my soul to God.’— 


“Where did you learn to pray?” “At. 


home ; my mother wanted 
the Sunday school, and 
ed me to pray to God to 


me to go to 
my teacher urg- 
keep me, and so 


Ido.” “What was that you had in your 
pocket?” “My Testament, which my 
teacher gave me; I thought if I did per- 
ish, I would have the word of God close 
to my heart.”’— Children’s Friend. 


What o queer looking craft this is? 
Who will wonder that when it arrived in 
the harbor of New York a few years ago 
it excited a great deal of interest, and that 
many thousands of people went to see it? 

It was a Chinese vessel called a Junk. 
It sailed from China for a neighboring 
country; but the crew lost their way, and 
after a voyage of two hundred and twelve 
days, they arrived in this city. Twenty 
six of itssailors were taken to the ‘Home’ 
to board, where they received religious 
instruction, were supplied with the Tes- 
tament in Chinese, and several of them en- 


rolled their names in Chinese characters 


on the temperance pledge. After remain- 


ing here a few weeks a passage was pro- 
cured for them to their own country, and. 
a Seamen’s Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Loomis 
accompanied them—sent out by the Am. 
S. F. Soc. to the station at Canton. The 
Junk itself was subsequently taken to 
England. 

It is said that the tonnage of the vesgelg 
belonging to China is equal in amount to 
that of all other nations together! When 
shall all this “ abundance of the sea,” be 


-conyerted to Christ ? 
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“{ HAVE OMITTED THE SAILORS.” 


Died in Philadelphia, on Sunday even- 
ing, Jan. 24th, 1858, Mr. Robert W. 
Davenport aged 58 years. Mr. Daven- 
port was the Senior Elder of the 3rd 
Presbyterian Church, under the Pas- 
toral care of the Rev. Thomas Brainerd, 
D. D., which office he has filled. since 
July, 1835. 

He knew himself to be dying. He 
gave his final directions about his busi- 
ness and his last charges to his family— 
praying for them shortly before his death 
individually, and by name. Having 
prayed for them, he said.‘ I have omitted 
the sailors, in whom I have always felt a 
great interest.’’? He then prayed :—“ Oh, 
Lord! have mercy upon the saz/ors! and 
keep them from the great sins to which 
they are tempted in our land; and wash 
them clean -in the blood ‘of Christ, 
Amen.” 

Pausing a moment, he added : “ Oh, 
Lord, bless the sailors! and make them 
very useful in spreading the Christian 
Religion, as they go over the world, 
Amen.’ 

Mr. Davenport was a man of calm, 
sound judgment—not impulsive or en- 
thusiastic; but valued highly for his 
firm adherence to principle, and his 
steady devotion to duty. 

W. 


SEAMEN PROFESSING CHRIST. 


About sixty persons have united with 
the Baptist. Mariner’s Church in this city 
since December, on profession of faith, of 
whom one half were seamen. 

One case of exceeding interest is that 
of a young man who was converted on 
his passage from England. His pious 
mother deeply anxious for his spiritual 
welfare, gave him as he left home a seal- 
éd letter requesting him not to open it 
till her birth-day arrived. On the voy- 
age however he was taken sick, and for a 
time was in a state of danger. Fearing 
that he might not live to sce that birth- 
day, he resolved to open it in anticipa- 
tion. That letter was the means of his 
conversion. Who can doubt that every 
syllable of it had been traced by a moth- 
er’s unutterable affection and consecrat- 
ed by 2 mother’s prayers? 

At the Mariner’s Church, cor. Catharine 
and Madison Sts., seventeen were receiv- 


ed to membership and four upon proba- 
tion, Feb. 7. These twenty-one persons 
represented eleven different nationalities; 
viz, American, English, Welsh, Scotch, 
Maux, Jersey man (Channel Is.,) French, 
Spanish, Swedish, Danish, and Chilian. 
One of these was a young man who had 
been destined by his parents to the Ro- 
mish priesthood. 

The Boston Congregationalist says : 

Ten conversions have recently occurred 
on board the receiving ship Ohio, at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard. It may be 
mentioned as a remarkable fact that 
these ten individuals are of six different 
nationalities, and some of them, until re- 


' cently, have never been within the house 


of God, and never heard the voice of 
prayer, being steeped in blasphemy from 
their youth. Neverthless they give good 
evidence of genuine conversion. On 
board the same vessel there are still quite 
a eto of inquirers.”’ 

—+0+ 

THE LIFE BOAT. 

This little sheet was commenced three 
months ago, as an experiment, to aid by 
a wide distribution in awaking a more 
general interest in the cause of seamen. 
We have been gratified with the evidence 
afforded us that it is doing good, and shall 


‘aim to make it, though small, yet full of 


instruction and valuable matter especial- 
ly for the Sabbath Schools and children, 

The. Life Boat will be sent, GRATUITOUS- 
LY, toevery child who will become a col- 
lector for seamen, and forward through 
the S. S. superintendent or pastor a collec- 
tion amounting to not less than 25 cents. 
From one Sabbath School we have receiv- 
ed thirty one dollarsraised in this manner, 
and send in return a package of 80 Life 
Boats monthly. Children can thus, by a 
very little effort, do much to aid the cause 
of the poor sailor. 

To congregations or Sabbath Schools, 
purchasing it, the Life Boat will be fir- 
nished monthly at the rate of $5.00 per 
hundred copies for one year, if taken at 
the office, or $6.00 sent by mail, to one 
address, postage paid. This will make 
the price of each paper just six cents per. 
annum. ; 

All communications in resend to the 
Life Boat may be addressed to Rev. I. P. 
Warren. Sec. A. S, F.S., 80 Wall St. N. Y. 


